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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			   
     Reviewed by:
 	 The Canadian Oral History Reader ed. by Kristina R. Llewellyn, Alexander Freund, and Nolan Reilly
 
	 Heather Read
 

 
 
 The Canadian Oral History Reader. Kristina R. Llewellyn, Alexander Freund, and Nolan Reilly, eds. Montreal and Kingston: McGill-Queen’s University Press, 2015. Pp. 388, $110.00 cloth, $34.95 paper
 
   As the first compilation about oral history originating from, and discussing, the field in a Canadian context, The Canadian Oral History Reader is an important work. Editors Kristina Reilly, Alexander Freund, and Nolan Llewellyn note in the acknowledgements that the reader originated from a “desire to build an identifiable oral history community among scholars within Canada, and to have Canadian oral history scholarship gain greater recognition on the world stage” (ix). This work, a clear labour of love, is a thorough and thoughtful volume and is indicative of the energetic level of oral history practice in Canada.
 Reilly, Freund, and Llewellyn divide the book into four sections, preceded by a brief introduction and followed by a reflective postscript. The four main sections – Methodology, Interpretation, Preservation and Presentation, and Advocacy – provide thematic headings that connect a diverse group of essays. Contributions range from useful descriptions of legal and ethical issues to compelling case studies and research reports. Much of the writing throughout is a wonderful mixture of reflexive personal essay and thorough analytical research.
 A striking element of the book is the space devoted to Aboriginal oral history. Brian Caillou’s nuanced exploration of academic, cultural, legal, and ethical issues is a valuable primer on the complexity of oral history, both in this particular cultural context and more generally. So too is his careful exposition of how to conduct an interview. In Julie Cruikshank’s piece, “Oral History, Narrative Strategies, and Native American Historiography,” there are beautiful descriptions of the contemporary and historical context of her Yukon research, from Euro-American frontier mythologies to details of her work with Aboriginal elders, which illuminate worlds with which many Canadians are likely unfamiliar. Finally, Winona Wheeler, discussing oral history research she conducted into land claims, demonstrates the advocacy that can be inherent in oral history work, with advice she received to “just take” Aboriginal stories back from colonizing historians of the past (293). I look forward to further editions of this volume (of which I hope there will be many) to see how the issues these authors discuss evolve over time.
 Another strength of the collection is the quality of the writing. Joan Sangster’s dance between personal research perspectives and shifting political landscapes in “Reflections on the Politics and Praxis of Working-Class Oral Histories” is a strong example of reflexive oral [End Page 145] history writing at its most accessible. Pamela Sugiman’s piece about Lois, a Japanese–Canadian woman who disagreed with Sugiman’s interpretations of the Japanese–Canadian internment experience, provides a well-written case study of the challenges of advocacy and oral history. Oral history privileges an individual’s narration of their own history, but how do we, as researchers, handle those whose stories sit in opposition to those we would like to champion? According to Sugiman, we should do so with grace, patience, and a heart that is open to learning from another person’s perspective. Alexander Freund’s multi-generational interview chapter is a welcome inclusion; oral history is often understood to be a single interviewer talking to a single narrator. At times, other interview situations may be desirable, but they can be challenging to conceive. Freund’s detailed description of the event, along with his presentation of frameworks for understanding it, are useful. As he notes, “the three-generational family interview is a powerful tool in the oral historian’s toolbox” (176). Thanks to Freund, Canadian researchers now have an instruction manual for it.
 The entire “Preservation and Presentation” section contains important issues for people conceptualizing a project. In just four essays, the editors cover archival issues, the process of working with oral histories (including pre- and post-production as well as the interview itself), the act of using oral testimony in classrooms and museums, and the importance of developing a pedagogy of listening in educational systems. The range of issues presented is wonderful, particularly...
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