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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			   
     Reviewed by:
 	 The Wolf's Story: What Really Happened to Little Red Riding Hood
 
	 Maggie Hommel
 

 
 
 Forward, Toby The Wolf's Story: What Really Happened to Little Red Riding Hood; illus. by Izhar Cohen. Candlewick, 2005 [32p] ISBN 0-7636-2785-2$15.99 Reviewed from galleys Ad 7-10 yrs
 
  In a story reminiscent of (if not as polished as) Scieszka and Smith's The True Story of the Three Little Pigs (BCCB 9/89), a wolf villain gets to tell his side of the story, this time in a wolf's-eye-view of "Little Red Riding Hood." Before the fateful "day it happened," as the wolf tells it, he worked as an innocent hired hand for Grandma, routinely overlooked by uppity Little Red. When an accident left Grandma unconscious, the wolf panicked, threw on one of her dresses, and greeted Little Red at the door. We know the rest of the story, except for the wolf's fleeing in Grandma's dress ("a wolf in a dress is an embarrassed wolf!") and his current search to find a new job with the audience ("Here's my card"). The watercolor and pencil illustrations build tension and humor by juxtaposing a fairly traditional wolf and Little Red with innovative and jarring perspectives (at one point Little Red is framed by the wolf's gaping mouth and razor-sharp teeth), but they suffer from stiff and unrefined draftsmanship that undercuts the visual impact. The direct address device sometimes makes the text choppy and unclear, especially in the abrupt opening, where little context is given about the wolf's identity or why he is addressing the viewer. Kids who are familiar with "Little Red Riding Hood," though, may nonetheless enjoy booing the bad wolf's attempt to make good and shiver as they view the more eerie scenes and the chopping off of the wolf's tail. Pair this with the Trina Schart Hyman-illustrated Little Red Riding Hood (BCCB 3/83) and let kids decide what really happened.
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