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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			   
     	 Dear Appalachia
 
	 Anne Shelby (bio)
 

 
 
 
   Dear Appalachia,
 Sometimes I think you're trying to run me off. Go on. Take your best shot.
 Tell me I'm not welcome anymore. I'm blue as a fishhook; you're red as cardinal weed. Bring on the dozers and the dynamite. Blow the tops off these mountains as if they were nothing more than just coal to be mined, just money to be made. Prove to me that for every crooked politician we get rid of, three more will emerge, younger and slicker, to take his place. Show me meth labs. Show me the children of families poor now for seven generations. I will not turn away. And I will show you houses with vegetables and flowers growing alongside, with children raised in a loving crowd of neighbors and kin—gentle, dignified, invisible.
 You won't run me off, and I won't go. We are all bound together here, by our love for this place—deep, abiding, and ultimately inexplicable, though a thousand hillbilly songs have tried to explain it. We are bound by memory, which lingers over these hills and valleys like fog after rain. My great-great-uncle hunted with yours. They traded dogs, knives, stories, fiddle tunes. Our great-grandfathers shouted to one another in the cornfield and the logwoods. Our great-great-aunts and grandmothers quilted and broke beans together, talking and laughing easy under shade trees. For two hundred years they stood at one another's sickbeds, birthings, baptizings and buryings, and wondered at the same mysteries and knew the same joys, the same sorrows.
 You can't run me off, and I can't go. I've been here too long now. I can't rest away from the soft embrace of hills around me, can't feel the blood running in my veins without creek water rushing over rocks. I'm lost without the markers in the family graveyard, to show me where I came from and where I'm bound.
 You can drown me out, but I'll keep singing anyway. I know the words and the tune, the harmony parts, the parts that stomp the floor and the parts that yearn—one more hillbilly song, about how I love you and how you break my heart.
 Your daughter,
 Anne Shelby [End Page 71]
 
 
   Anne Shelby Anne Shelby is the latest in a distinguished line of regional writers honored by Emory & Henry College at its annual Literary Festival. She is the author of the poetry collection, Appalachian Studies, the essay collection, Can a Democrat Get Into Heaven? the folklore collection, The Adventures of Molly Whuppie and Other Appalachian Folktales, and the children's books, Homeplace and The Man Who Lived in a Hollow Tree. She lives on Teges Creek in Clay County, Kentucky.
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