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				Abstract
				
The concept of best constants for Sobolev embeddings appeared to be crucial for solving limiting cases of some partial differential equations. A striking example where it has played a major role is given by the very famous Yamabe problem. While the situation is well understood for compact manifolds, things are less clear when dealing with complete manifolds. Aubin proved in '76 that optimal Sobolev inequalities are valid for complete manifolds with bounded sectional curvature and positive injectivity radius. We prove here that the result still holds if the bound on the sectional curvature is replaced by a lower bound on the Ricci curvature (a much weaker assumption). We also get estimates for the remaining constants.
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