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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			   
     Reviewed by:
 	 The Citizen's Body: Desire, Health, and the Social in Victorian England
 
	 Helena Ifill (bio)
 

 
 
 Pamela K. Gilbert , The Citizen's Body: Desire, Health, and the Social in Victorian England (Columbus: Ohio State University Press, 2007), pp. viii+194, $39.95 cloth.
 
  In The Citizen's Body, Pamela K. Gilbert explores perceptions of, and attempts to produce, citizens who were fit for the franchise between the 1832 and 1867 Reform Bills. In the first section, Gilbert focuses on the political and sanitary discourses of citizenship, drawing heavily on Hansard's Parliamentary Debates to reveal how MPs and other policymakers measured the fitness of those who were potentially to be newly enfranchised. To avoid the threat of the discontented masses, the working classes were encouraged to abandon class feeling in favour of individuality, which [End Page 293] in practice meant fostering a perception of oneself in national (rather than class) terms, and being encouraged to adopt middle-class capitalist practices and, more importantly, desires. One example particularly relevant to Victorian periodicals scholars is the ambivalence with which the increasing availability of affordable newspapers was viewed: although working-class readers could now access news on a national level, it was questioned whether the low-culture penny press would inculcate suitably middle-class standards in its readers.
 The second section of The Citizen's Body begins by theorizing the function of the emerging social realm in mid-Victorian England as a buffer zone between the public and private realms, in which some of the most important attempts to manage the private lives of poorer, supposedly unfit citizens took place. Gilbert claims that, because suitable social desires were initially established in the domestic sphere, working-class fitness came to be measured by domestic practice: the overcrowded, unhygienic homes of the poor were seen to both reflect and cause bad domestic habits; housing and sanitary reformers consequently emphasised the need for greater privacy, and therefore more space, between families and individuals. Octavia Hill's social work practices provide a case study of how residents were to be persuaded, rather than coerced, into displaying more appropriate desires, becoming fitter citizens in the process.
 Gilbert demonstrates how tropes of fit and unfit bodies recur in Victorian discussions of economic, intellectual, and moral suitability, and how physical health was an essential starting point for achieving these other forms of fitness. Perceptions and representations of the unfit (pauperised, working-class) body as uncontained, diseased, freely mingling with others, and defined by its orifices and secretions, are repeatedly contrasted with the self-contained, individual fit citizen. In the final section, Gilbert reads several novels in the light of these concepts of fitness and unfitness. The interaction of the public, private, social, and political domains is explored in Disraeli's Sybil and Oliphant's Miss Marjoribanks. The cultivation of appropriate desire and images of uncontained, as opposed to properly restrained, bodies and social practices are examined in Gaskell's North and South and Mary Barton, and in Dickens's Bleak House and Our Mutual Friend. Finally, notions of correct desire are contrasted with the immoderate desire of addiction in Eliot's Felix Holt. Gilbert concludes by thought-provokingly linking Victorian liberal ideas of public and private with our own twenty-first-century social policies. [End Page 294]
   Helena Ifill
 University of Sheffield
 
 
 
   Helena Ifill Helena Ifill is completing her PhD at the University of Sheffield. Her thesis is about theories of determinism in mid-Victorian science and literature, particularly the sensation fiction of Mary Elizabeth Braddon and Wilkie Collins.
 
 
 
 
  Copyright © 2009 The Research Society for Victorian Periodicals
 
 
 
 
 ... 
			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      
      
        [image: pdf]
      

      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		

			
				
				Purchase/rental options available:
					[image: Purchase from JHUP] Buy Issue for $25 at JHUP


				
			


		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
               
      
  		
  		
  		  

  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	



    	
    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
							
			
				
					ISSN
				

				
					1712-526X
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Print ISSN
				

				
					0709-4698
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
            
			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					pp. 293-294
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2009-09-11
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
				
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	