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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			   
     Reviewed by:
 	 Forging Alberta's Constitutional Framework
 
	 Jonathan Swainger
 

 
 
 Richard Connors and John M. Law, editors. Forging Alberta's Constitutional Framework. University of Alberta Press 2005. xxxvi, 538. $65.00
 
  Marking Alberta's centenary in 2005, Forging Alberta's Constitutional Framework set itself the challenging task of reviewing the province's [End Page 339] constitutional and legal history through the law, legal institutions, legal processes, and ideology that have shaped the province. The result is a collection of sixteen essays boasting a number of prominent scholars of Canadian history, law, and political science, whose contributions range from the colonial roots of law in Alberta to education rights, language rights, the Social Credit legacy, to post–Second World War constitutional tensions and battles. Occasionally celebratory but more often interpretative and insightful, the collected essays are not centred solely on detailing these events in of themselves, but also consider how these constitutional questions shaped the province and the nation. The task of bringing these essays together fell to the editors Richard Connors and John Law, both of whom deserve credit for the considerable labour such an undertaking involves.
 At its best the collection offers solid contributions by Catherine Cavanaugh on the legacy of the 'Persons' case, Thomas Flanagan and Mark Milke's examination of the National Resources Transfer Act, Dale Gibson's treatment of the Social Credit constitutional references, Robert Irwin's discussion of Aboriginal hunting and fishing rights, Rod Macleod and Nancy Parker's examination of justices of the peace, Preston Manning's narrative survey of federal–provincial relations, Doug Owram's examination of the National Energy Policy, Michael Behiel's discussion of Peter Lougheed, Lois Harder's treatment of women's political identity in post-1970 Alberta, and Allan Tupper's look forward at Alberta's role in the broader Canadian setting. Almost all of these essays are the work of practising scholars and reflect both sustained research and thoughtful analysis. The volume points to what the editors have identified as a key aspect of Alberta's constitutional history: 'the search in law for acknowledgement, recognition and entitlement.' Indeed, they argue that this search placed Alberta as second only to Quebec in shaping Canada's modern constitutional development.
 Although broadly successful, the collection does have a few difficulties. The opening two essays, one by Richard Connors on law and the colonial context and Desmond Brown's contribution on criminal law in the Canadian northwest strain at the boundaries of a volume dedicated to Alberta's constitutional history. Although both pieces claim a contextual relationship to the province, the connection is not immediate. Elsewhere, Edmund Aunger's discussion of the plight of bilingualism emphasizes legislation as opposed to battles on the ground over the predominance of English in the province. Kenneth Munro's celebratory treatment of the lieutenant-governor's office does not move beyond secondary literature and newspaper accounts, and Fred Martin's treatment of Metis history also suffers from a reliance on legislation and official documents in presenting a narrative approach covering over a century of history. This is not to suggest the later [End Page 340] chapters have nothing to offer but, rather, their methodology and interpretative approach stands in contrast to the more firmly grounded essays characterizing the rest of the volume.
 In truth, the difficulties one might discern in Forging Alberta's Constitutional Framework are likely to be found in almost any essay collection in which editors are compelled to make difficult choices. The flaws ought not to detract from what is offered, for at its heart, this volume provides a historically informed exploration of Alberta's constitutional history, rooted in the notion that the province, its peoples, and the manner in which they viewed the law and the constitution were products of a historical process of moving through time together as Albertans. These notions and perspectives were not happenstance, and recognizing this historical dynamic and the manner in which it necessarily informs the way that Albertans will continue to view these issue is a critically important insight that raises our understanding of a province that has occupied such a prominent role in the nation's affairs.
   Jonathan Swainger
 Department of History, University of Northern British...
 
 
 
 
 
 
			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      
      
        [image: pdf]
      

      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
               
      
  		
  		
  		  

  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	



    	
    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
							
			
				
					ISSN
				

				
					1712-5278
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Print ISSN
				

				
					0042-0247
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
            
			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					pp. 339-341
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2008-06-04
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
				
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	