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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			   
     	 A May Fourth "Peach Blossom Garden":The Number One Work Study Mutual Aid Corps in Beijing1
 
	 Shakhar Rahav (bio)
 

 
 
 
  On 4 May 1919, over three thousand students gathered at Tiananmen Square (in front of the Gate of Heavenly Peace) in Beijing to protest a resolution of the Paris Peace Conference that ceded territory in Shandong Province to Japan. This demonstration sparked a wave of demonstrations and strikes across China's cities that came to be known as the "May Fourth Movement" and the period is also often referred to as "The May Fourth Period."2 Yet this movement was only the most prominent outburst of discontent in a period characterized by disappointment and confusion. The encroaching presence since the mid-nineteenth century of Western and then Japanese imperialism, the collapse of the Chinese imperial system, and disappointment in the 1911 revolution contributed to a sense of crisis that was pervasive among educated Chinese. At the same time, increased exposure to Europe, the United States, and Japan provided a plethora of new ideas. There was a sense of a new world to be explored and hope for change. During the May Fourth Movement and the New Culture Movement which preceded it, educated Chinese experimented with new ideas and systems of thought in search of remedies for China's political and cultural crises.3 This exploration generated many new organizations, newspapers, and periodicals that struggled to find cures for China's predicament. As part of this exploration some organizations experimented with communal living; one such [End Page 81] experiment was the Gongdu huzhu tuan (工讀互助團 Work study mutual aid corps), the most prominent of which, the Di yi zu (第一組 Number one corps), operated in Beijing between December 1919 and March 1920.
 The Number One Work Study Mutual Aid Corps, whose membership fluctuated between eleven and twenty-seven, is notable because its members not only discussed potential solutions to China's crises. They also applied their newly acquired views to their own lives by establishing a commune whose members worked, lived, and developed their outlook together. The Corps members, therefore, not only critiqued the traditional Confucian family system, but also tried to forge in concrete ways a radically different form of social organization that would constitute an alternative to the existing Chinese society. Although short-lived, the Corps provided a significant experience for its participants. Three of the Corps members went on to became founding members of the Chinese Communist Party (CCP); others joined the party afterwards; some participants gravitated toward the Nationalist Party (Guomindang), and others withdrew from politics altogether. Furthermore, the Corps' founding, its development, and eventually its failure were all reported and discussed in the leading progressive journals of the day, including Chenbao (晨報 Morning post), Minguo ribao (民國日報 Republican daily), and Xin qingnian (新青年 New Youth). Leaders of the New Culture Movement such as Hu Shi (胡適 1891-1962) and Chen Duxiu (陳獨秀 1879-1942) followed the Corps' rise and fall with interest. Newspaper reporting and discussion inspired attempts to found similar groups in different cities all over China and was crucial to the formation of the Corps.
 This article explores the rise and fall of the Number One Work Study Mutual Aid Corps, which inspired similar attempts that followed in its wake. The Number One Corps was the most influential of these various groups and is the best documented. The proclamations of the Number One Corps, the coverage it received in the periodical press, and the memoirs of key participants, allow researchers to examine not only the intentions of its founders, but also the activities of the Corps and the relationships within it.4
 Scholarship on May Fourth tends to reflect disciplinary divisions between historical studies that focus on the political aspect of the movement (as a harbinger of socialism), and literary studies that focus on its cultural aspect (as a harbinger of new [End Page 82] literature). In recent years both lines of inquiry have sought to question the movement's central position as a turning point in narratives of modern Chinese history. Some studies have highlighted the continuity of May Fourth with earlier shifts in cultural production, literature, and the press, and others have delved into motivations for the turn to...
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