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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			   
     Reviewed by:
 	 Democracy in “Two Mexicos”: Political Institutions in Oaxaca and Nuevo Leon by Guadalupe Correa-Cabrera
 
	 Matthew R. Cleary
 

 
 
 Democracy in “Two Mexicos”: Political Institutions in Oaxaca and Nuevo Leon. By Guadalupe Correa-Cabrera. New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2013. Pp. xvi, 220. Illustrations. Appendix. Notes. Bibliography. $90.00 cloth.
 
   In an old fable, several blind men touch different parts of an elephant and then discuss their ideas of what the animal is like. Since each man has touched only one part, they are unable to agree on an accurate description. A similar phenomenon can sometimes be observed among scholars of Mexican society and history. Is Mexico rich or poor? Modern or traditional? Democratic or authoritarian? The answer one gives depends on the part of the country one observes. And Mexico is so large and diverse that any simplistic answer fails to do justice to the complex nature of the whole.
 Correa-Cabrera’s solution to this problem is to employ what political scientists call the “subnational comparative method,” which in this case means taking advantage of the obvious variation between some southern states like Chiapas, Oaxaca, or Guerrero on the one hand, and northern states like Nuevo León, Guanajuato, or Baja California Norte on the other. This is an excellent strategy, because a proper understanding of many political outcomes in a large country like Mexico requires that we pay close attention to the distinct political histories in the various states and regions. A national-level generalization will not suffice.
 The book’s specific focus is on “active political factionalism” (APF), which is roughly equivalent to “extra-institutional protest politics and uncivil modes of political action,” and which varies considerably across Mexican states (p. 1). Correa-Cabrera proposes to explain this variation not only by linking APF to underlying economic and institutional factors, but also by identifying specific “causal mechanisms” and assessing “the relative weight of the different factors causing APF” (p. 20). She does this by studying several instances of APF in Oaxaca, such as the massive protest that shut down the state capital for several months in 2006, and then by contrasting these events to the relative lack of APF in the northern state of Nuevo León.
 With a detailed theoretical discussion (primarily in chapter 2) and the clever juxtaposition of Oaxaca and Nuevo León (in several subsequent chapters), the book is poised to make a nice contribution to our understanding of Mexico’s distinct state-level political cultures. Yet the book delivers on this promise only partially. On the empirical side, the book presents interesting case material illustrating a range of APF strategies and the complex motivations of those who use them. Some historians might balk at the heavy reliance on secondary material, but for those who are unfamiliar with the events in question, the book offers useful summary accounts. At the same time, the analytical goals of the book are hampered by the fact that the study is basically a two-state comparison, with colinearity across a wide range of potential causal explanations. As a matter of logic it quickly becomes difficult to know which of the numerous differences between Oaxaca and Nuevo León is truly responsible for Oaxaca’s higher level of APF.
 On the theoretical side, the promise of precision eventually gives way to a long list of contributing factors. APF is caused by economic factors such as inequality, institutional [End Page 761] factors like electoral exclusion, and additional factors such as the “organizational capacities available to rebellious groups” and “government reactions to popular protest” (p. 24). In later chapters, state-level cultural factors are added to the mix as well. High levels of APF in Oaxaca are partially attributed to “complex cultural aspects developed since pre-Hispanic and colonial times” (p. 107), while the culture of “hard work, savings, entrepreneurial mentality, and family values” works to preclude APF in Nuevo León (p. 133). From among all of these contributory causes, Correa-Cabrera argues that greater weight should be given to institutional factors (p. 148). But it is not clear how this relative weighting could be determined with any precision, especially since the institutional variation across states is at...
 
 
 
 
 
			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      
      
        [image: pdf]
      

      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
               
      
  		
  		
  		  

  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	



    	
    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
							
			
				
					ISSN
				

				
					1533-6247
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Print ISSN
				

				
					0003-1615
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
            
			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					pp. 761-762
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2014-06-12
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
				
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				Accept
					
						
								
						
						
						

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	