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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			   
     Reviewed by:
 	 Lealtad y rebeldía. La vida de Juan Pablo Wainwright
 
	 Arthur Schmidt
 

 
 
 Lealtad y rebeldía. La vida de Juan Pablo Wainwright. By Rina Villars. Tegucigalpa: Editorial Guaymuras, 2010. Pp. 466. Index. Photographs.
 
  In this biography of Juan Pablo Wainwright, Rina Villars, a scholar of the history of feminism and labor struggles in her native Honduras, traces the life of an activist committed [End Page 460] to Communist labor agitation and political organizing in El Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras in the late 1920s and early 1930s. Her sympathetic portrait of a man selflessly dedicated to the idea of bringing happiness to the downtrodden draws on personal interviews, Wainwright family papers, newspapers, archives in the United States and Honduras, and Comintern files provided by the historian Erik Ching. Numerous photographs enhance the book.
 Villars devotes a long early chapter to Manuel Cálix Herrera and the organization of Honduran communism in the late 1920s, disproving the established assumption that Herrera and Wainwright acted in tandem as a “mythical duo.” Thereafter, the book takes an unusual course in shifting to the second person, as if Villars’ biography were a personal letter to Wainwright. Wainwright’s early life was that of a wanderer and small-scale merchant. Son of an Englishman from Leeds and his Honduran wife, he spent much of his adolescence abroad, first with an uncle and aunt in Lawrence, Massachusetts, after the death of his mother, and subsequently as an incansable trotamundos, taking odd jobs and working as a sailor in various locations. After a brief service in the British Service of Royal Engineers in late World War I, he returned to Central America where he taught classes in Honduras and ran his own firm in El Salvador selling fire extinguishers and Smith Corona typewriters. He traveled extensively in Latin America and the Caribbean in 1927. In Barbados, he fathered an illegitimate son, William, whom he recognized even though he never married the mother. In 1928, the Salvadoran government expelled him from the country for political reasons, after which he set up shop in San Pedro Sula selling tobaccos, sweets, and soft drinks, eventually marrying one of his Salvadoran employees.
 In 1928, for reasons that are not clear, Wainwright moved away from involvement in the electoral disputes of the traditional Honduran Conservative and Liberal parties and into the activities of the incipient Honduran Communist movement in northern Honduras. Amid efforts to organize strikes among the labor force of the banana plantations and railroads, Wainwright fell victim to the cacería roja (witch hunt for communists) conducted by the Honduran government with the support of the United States. Twice arrested in 1930, Wainwright managed to escape from the Castillo de Omoa prison in July 1931, after which he fled to Guatemala, only to be detained again in December in a roundup of communists by the government of Jorge Ubico. Through careful examination of the various accounts of his death the following February, Villars makes the argument that Guatemalan officials killed Wainwright after both a failed suicide attempt and his provocative insult to Ubico, which may have involved spitting in the dictator’s face.
 Villars has written a deeply personal work, the product of her friendship with Wainwright’s daughter Silvia (spelled both Silvia and Sylvia in the book) and the assassination in 2007 of her own brother, a victim of the “impunity of the Honduran judicial system.” Despite these close ties to her subject, Villars remains consistently careful with her use of evidence. However, the reader learns more about the devotion of Wainwright to his family and about the minutia of family events than about Wainwright’s [End Page 461] activities in radical politics or the nature of his Communist convictions. His interests and educational background led him to write many movement broadsides—one newspaper termed him well versed in teorías malsanas—but the sources available to Villars reveal little about his specific actions in labor organizing in Honduras and nothing about his reported work with Agustín Farabundo Martí in El Salvador in late 1931. It is clear that Wainwright remained uncompromisingly devoted to the radical politics of the final years of his life, but one cannot...
 
 
 
 
			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      
      
        [image: pdf]
      

      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
               
      
  		
  		
  		  

  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	



    	
    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
							
			
				
					ISSN
				

				
					1533-6247
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Print ISSN
				

				
					0003-1615
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
            
			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					pp. 460-462
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2012-03-24
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
				
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	