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   The Death of Dr. Borde
 Early modern England had a passion for reviving its dead clowns. Sixteenth- and seventeenth-century literature is full of Yoricks, popping out of their graves to jog the memories and refresh the wits of new generations. Perhaps the most effective method of revival was by way of the jest-book: a collection of sometimes scabrous, scatological, or obscene comic anecdotes, often revolving around some celebrated prankster, often focusing on a series of tricks or gaffes whereby figures of authority found their power undermined and their selfesteem punctured. Whenever a jest-book celebrated a single named protagonist, he or she was invariably dead by the time of writing.1 The poet John Skelton returned from the beyond to entertain his readers in Merie tales . . . made by Master Skelton (1567), and the feats of his formidable contemporary, Long Meg of Westminster, were still being celebrated in the reign of Charles I.2 The stage clown Richard Tarlton was exhumed to become the hero of Tarltons newes out of purgatorie (1590) and Tarltons jests (before 1600), and the playwright George Peele found new life as a con-artist in the Merrie conceited jests of George Peele (1607). Thomas Deloney's Jack Winchcomb and Thomas Nashe's Jack Wilton,3 two eminent inheritors of the tricks and traits of the jest-book tradition, both belonged to the reign of Henry VIII, and were therefore long dead by the time their authors fleshed them out on paper. It would seem that the [End Page 463] demise of a clown in the sixteenth century could herald the start of a vigorous new career on the circuit of the printing presses of England.
 One of the most vigorous afterlives led by any English comic figure was that of Dr. Andrew Borde (c. 1490-1549), monk, priest, traveller, spy, and popular physician.4 Borde's idiosyncratic medical works were frequently reprinted, and for their sake, as well as for his ebullient travel-writing, he deserves more attention than he has yet received. But his name was also linked with some of the most influential jest-books of the sixteenth century. I intend here to consider the case for his authorship of these jest-books. And I will suggest that if he wrote them-or even if he was widely assumed to have written them-then not only Borde's position in literary history, but the position allocated to the jest-book genre itself, needs to be radically re-appraised.
 Interest in Borde has recently been revived by Cathy Shrank's major article "Andrew Borde and the Politics of Identity in Reformation England."5 Shrank cites him as a dynamic illustration of the impact of the English Reformation on the life and work of an individual Englishman in the reign of Henry VIII. She charts his strenuous efforts to construct himself as a loyal subject of the king, despite his background as a member of the most austere of monastic orders, the Carthusians of the Charterhouse in London-a situation that placed him "closer than most to the political fallout from Henry VIII's break with Rome."6 Unlike many members of that order, Borde took the oath of allegiance required by the Succession Act of 1534. He obtained release from his monastic vows in 1534 and went on to serve as an intelligence-gatherer or spy for Henry's reforming minister Thomas Cromwell, sending a series of letters to him from different locations in Europe to reassure him of his loyalty and inform him of the state of English affairs abroad. After Cromwell's disgrace and execution, Borde continued to fashion himself as a staunch loyalist in a number of printed texts: among them two medical [End Page 464] textbooks, A compendyous regyment or a dyetary of helth (1542) and The breviary of helthe (1547), and one of the earliest and wittiest of travel-guides, The fyrst boke of the introduction of knowledge (1542). In these books Borde presents himself as an enthusiastic English nationalist, contemptuously critical of the "byshoppe of Rome" (165), and having left the austerity of the Carthusian order well behind him...
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