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   During the secession crisis in late 1860 and early 1861, five states of the lower South appointed commissioners to travel to the other slave states with the purpose of swaying their fellow Southerners to leave the Union and form a Southern Confederacy. Mississippi, Alabama, South Carolina, Georgia, and Louisiana appointed a total of fifty-five commissioners who journeyed to the farthest reaches of the South between December 1860 and April 1861. However, they were not, for the most part, the famous names of the 1860-61 secessionist movement. Indeed, outside of their home states they were rather obscure figures. Most of the commissioners were lawyers, judges, doctors, newspaper editors, farmers, and planters. The vast majority of them had modest reputations as politicians, and most were recognized for possessing above average oratorical skills. These attributes qualified them for their role as secession commissioners.1
 Once the commissioners arrived in the states they were assigned to visit, most addressed the state legislatures or conventions that would vote on secession. They delivered speeches to large crowds whenever possible and wrote letters to governors and state legislators. The commissioners' letters, speeches, and actions provide an unparalleled insight into the mind-set of the secessionist movement during the critical weeks before the Civil War. Their message was clear, their resolve immense. When they set out to [End Page 355] their assigned states in late 1860 and early 1861, they carried with them the seeds of secession, the formation of a new Southern Confederacy, and ultimately civil war.
 Despite the important role that the secession commissioners were expected to play during the secession crisis of 1860-61, little has been written about them. Indeed, only two major scholarly works have been produced. In 1963 Durward Long described the labors of Alabama's commissioners. He concluded, among other things, that the efforts of Alabama's commissioners were significant because they provided meaningful consultation between the slave states during the secession crisis. As a result, Alabama sensed that it would not be alone in seceding from the Union and could count on allies in the event of coercion by the new administration in Washington. Thus, Long described an important dimension to the commissioners' message. The nationalistic qualities of the commissioners' actions and speeches, and their desire to build a consensus among the slave states formed an essential element of their missions.2 The only other significant scholarly study on the commissioners is Charles B. Dew's Apostles of Disunion. Larger in scope than Long's treatment, Dew's account included the actions, letters, and speeches of forty-one of the fifty-five men who served as commissioners. He concluded that the commissioners represented a belief that the "racial fate of their region was hanging in the balance in the wake of Lincoln's election." To Dew, secession and the formation of a Southern Confederacy were a means by which the slave states could maintain white supremacy in the American South.3 Alabama, South Carolina, Georgia, and Louisiana all sent commissioners to Texas, but the story of their visits remains largely untold. James Martin Calhoun, the commissioner sent by Alabama was given only slight mention by Durward Long, and although Dew covered forty-one of the fifty-five commissioners, he examined only a single commissioner to Texas, John McQueen from South Carolina.4
 This study will identify all four of the secession commissioners who came to Texas in early 1861 and describe their contact with leaders in the Lone Star State. The purpose is not to argue that these emissaries for secession had a major role in convincing Texas to leave the Union because evidence indicates that sentiment in favor of disunion controlled the Lone Star State well before they arrived. Instead, the focus of this study is an analysis of the arguments utilized by the commissioners as they sought to accomplish their mission to Texas. Did they attempt to foster [End Page 356] a nascent sense of Confederate nationalism by arguing that Texas would be a key part of a new Southern nation, or did they emphasize the need for secession in order to...
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