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   The year 2011 was one of change for Myanmar. It was the year of the country's administration becoming "civil" in the eyes of many in the country and the world at large. A civilian government, albeit with a military past, was sworn in on 30 March 2011. President Thein Sein's inaugural speech to the parliament, outlining priorities for economic renewal, sustainable development, poverty alleviation, human rights and good governance, and recognizing the plight of ethnic minorities involved in armed conflict, was initially dismissed by many as "just words".
 Six months later, however, observers within and outside the country were recognizing the steps outlined in this inaugural speech when changes started showing in Myanmar's political and economic scene. These changes include the freedom of movement (and speech) of Nobel laureate Aung San Suu Kyi, the loosened restrictions on the media, a law allowing workers the right to strike, amnesties for prisoners (including political prisoners), and steps taken towards economic reform. The pace set by the government on this road to reform seemed almost exhilarating to citizens and observers used to setbacks and stonewalling from the authorities in the past. The pace continued to surprise as 2011 progressed, peaking with the National League for Democracy (NLD) rejoining the political process, the agreement by the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) to Myanmar's bid to be the ASEAN Chair in 2014, and the landmark visit of U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton to the country.
 Indonesian Foreign Minister Marty Natalegawa has described the reform process in Myanmar as irreversible. Optimists and critics share concerns on whether the "flickers of progress" described by U.S. President Obama will [End Page 203] develop into a steady flame. Having cited the reforms as a key reason for its decision to give Myanmar the ASEAN chair for 2014, ASEAN, too, has much at stake.1
 Reviewing developments in Myanmar in 2011, the picture that emerges shows the beginning of a convergence of interests, the first in decades, between the military-backed government, the polity in Myanmar, the forces for democracy symbolized by Aung San Suu Kyi, and the international community.
 
  The Year in Review
 The year 2011 saw a newly elected "civilianized" government in Myanmar. It had come to power in what many around the world had largely decried as sham elections in November 2010. The Hluttaw, or parliament, convened on 31 January. The government — comprising a large number of officials from the previous military regime — took office in March,2 headed by Thein Sein as President. The appointment of Thein Sein as President surprised many. As a retired general and immediate past Prime Minister under the State Peace and Development Council (SPDC) government, his appointment was met with scepticism that the new administration would take on the necessary reforms. The appointment of several technocrats as deputy ministers (with implementation responsibilities) did not alleviate the scepticism either. There was further scepticism when Myanmar proposed to chair the ASEAN Summit in 2014, to resume the turn she gave up in 2006.
 That scepticism is now giving way to cautious optimism. The series of measures oriented towards reform undertaken by a country which, as recent as twelve months ago, was the problem child of ASEAN, has given rise to new hope for Myanmar.3 Viewed in the context of the half-century of political and economic stagnation, the reform agenda and delivered promises appear particularly impressive. In the same context, expectations are high for the government to continue delivering.
 The starting point for the first flickers of change can be counted from the release of Aung San Suu Kyi on 13 November 2010 and the subsequent laissez-faire attitude of the government with regard to her movements and the activities of the NLD, which then was technically an illegal association after its de-registration from the 2010 election process. The steps taken towards more media freedom, reinvigorating the economy, recognition of poverty as a priority, efforts to improve human rights, and the national political scene have all added to the aspirations for change. [End Page 204]
 
  The Press Finds its Voice
 Thein Sein took up the necessity...
 
 
 
 
 
			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      
      
        [image: pdf]
      

      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		

			
				
				Purchase/rental options available:
					[image: Rent from DeepDyve] Rent from
							DeepDyve


				
			


		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
               
      
  		
  		
  		  

  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	



    	
    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
							
			
				
					ISSN
				

				
					1793-9135
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Print ISSN
				

				
					0377-5437
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
            
			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					pp. 203-219
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2012-09-07
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
				
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	