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 Divided by Borders: Mexican Migrants and their Children By Joanna Dreby University of California Press. 2010. 336 pages. $55 cloth, $21.95 paper.
 
   Joanna Dreby's Divided by Borders makes an important contribution to immigration scholarship because of (1. its focus on the changing contexts and relationships in transnational families' lives over time and the families' adaptations to life circumstances, (2. an emphasis on the unique role and perspectives of the caretakers of children left behind in Mexico when parents move to the United States, (3. consideration of the worldviews of children who experience separation as a result of migration, and (4. the voices of the children expressing their feelings and opinions about how long separations due to parents' migration affects them.
 The first chapter explains the author's own experiences in a divided family and instantly establishes common bonds with families who have not experienced migrations but have experienced divided families through divorce or other separations. The emotional aspects of prolonged separation caused by migration are extremely difficult for all involved — the parents, the children and the caretakers — but the author makes the point that the emotional consequences of separation are concentrated among children who are the least powerful. At the same time, this book shows how children are a powerful influence on parents' decisions about migration and how both young children's and teenagers' behaviors can increase parents' feelings of insecurity about being away. Nonetheless, the interviews and case studies also show that the sacrifices involved in these long separations reinforce the bonds of commitment for parents and children. Many of the parents [End Page 359] send money that provides their children with better educational opportunities. However, some of the most moving parts of the text are interviews with children that show they are unsure of their relationships with their parents when the parents return, and cases of children who refuse to leave their caretakers in Mexico to join their parents in the United States.
 The chapter on "Middlewomen" illustrates the important role caregivers in Mexico have in mediating relationships between migrant parents and their children. These women may be grandparents or other relatives. Many of them develop very close relationships with the children they are raising while the parents are in the United States, and they struggle with trying not to usurp parental rights. The author describes the ways remittances are handled by the different care givers and conflicts that arise over time. Only a few other studies of migration have addressed the implications of migration on family members left behind, and how their responsibilities and relationships change due to the migrations and money sent home. The studies that have addressed those remaining in the home country have primarily focused on spouses and not children or caregivers when mothers migrate. As women are increasingly part of the migratory workforce, this chapter is an insightful contribution to the literature.
 The research design is elaborated in an appendix explaining that "constant international movement of people has fostered new methods of social research" which the author refers to as "multisited methods" and "ethnographies that follow people."(231) The core of the book is based on interviews with a group of 12 families; this allowed the author to interview family members in their transnational family constellations and in both Mexico and the United States. The book is also based on an on-going ethnography over four years that documented families' experiences over time. Interviews with parents and children are accompanied by open-ended interviews with middlewomen, school personnel and social workers who interact with the children left behind. Additionally, the author incorporates surveys of children in Mexican primary schools, children's drawings of family constellations and details of migration histories. Another interesting appendix includes a chart of family descriptions of single mothers who migrate, fathers who migrate, couples who divorce after migration and details of the children's caregivers in Mexico, age of children at time of first interview, the migrants' backgrounds and notes about relationships in the migrants' families. These details provide much to debate about qualitative research approaches and how mixed media studies add or detract...
 
 
 
 
 
			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      
      
        [image: pdf]
      

      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
               
      
  		
  		
  		  

  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	



    	
    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
							
			
				
					ISSN
				

				
					1534-7605
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Print ISSN
				

				
					0037-7732
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
            
			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					pp. 359-361
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2011-03-17
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
				
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	