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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			   
     Reviewed by:
 	 The Sciences of Homosexuality in Early Modern Europe
 
	 Stephen L. Collins
 

 
 
 Kenneth Borris and George Rousseau , eds. The Sciences of Homosexuality in Early Modern Europe. New York: Routledge, 2008. xii + 281 pp. index. illus. $39.95. ISBN: 978-0-415-44692-1.
 
  Those interested in the history of sexuality, theories about this history, early modern European scientific discourses, and perhaps the politics of identity as related to sexuality, will value this volume of well-focused and erudite essays. Those well versed in recent historiographical and theoretical debates about, specifically, the history of homosexuality in the West will find here a collection of well-researched and carefully argued essays that engage often overlooked scientific literatures in a fruitful attempt to render the complexity and range of early modern cultural perspectives and attitudes about same-sexual relations. For others, perhaps more generally curious, Kenneth Borris's introduction is alone well worth the price of admission.
 Borris situates the essays in the context of historiographical debates about the history of homosexuality even as he provides a lucid introduction to those debates that argue "about whether perceived same-sexual identities existed before so-called homosexuality's late nineteenth century advent" (3). The collection's general purpose is to begin to chart the early modern history of homosexuality and to involve the early modern sciences in this history. More specifically, the goal is to [End Page 1353] demonstrate the validity of moving beyond the "acts paradigm" for understanding the premodern history of homosexuality. In so doing, these essays represent a recent paradigmatic shift that devalues the idea that "a useful distinction between same-sexual acts and identities . . . defines an absolute chronological dichotomy in Western sexual history . . . [and provides evidence] that same-sexual characters, dispositions, subjectivities, and modes of identity existed in the sixteenth and much earlier centuries" (4).
 The power of the "acts paradigm" to prescribe interpretive perspectives rests methodologically, Borris argues, on the tendency of Anglo-American historical studies "to over-emphasize law and theology" and to discount the sciences (6). And while the scientific discourses were certainly influenced by law and theology's engagement with same-sexual relations as a topic of condemnation, they provided "alternate modes of thought, inquiry and explanation that promoted curiosity about the causes, purposes, analysis, and classification of natural phenomena and any apparent anomalies" (6). In attempting to explain the existence of sexual acts that didn' t fit with the divinely-ordained procreative function of sex as highlighted and enforced in theology and law, the premodern sciences amply indicated that "such acts could appear expressions of distinctive constitutional factors that characterized certain sexually defined types of individual" (5). They complicated "the nature of 'nature'" and challenged Christian moral orthodoxy because they interrogated the concept of free will that was basic to theological assumptions about human behavior and further problematized claims "that certain kinds of sex are against nature" (27). Borris notes, however, that often scientific texts that intimated such challenges to orthodoxy articulated "studied silence on the possibly subversive implications, or awkward attempts to reconcile those views with moral orthodoxy" (30). Such texts, then, "introduce us not only to a history of repression . . . but also to . . . a history of deviant awareness, agency and advocacy" (30).
 The premodern sciences explored in this historiographical enterprise include complexional physiology, physiognomics (physiognomy, chiromancy, metoposcopy), astrology, and, to a lesser degree, alchemy. The essays are divided under three headings: medicine; divinitory, speculative, and other sciences; and science and sapphisms. Derek Neal's excellent essay examines the fifteenth-century French physician Jacques Despars's commentary on Avicenna's eleventh-century Arabic Cannon of Medicine. Neal highlights Despars's comments on the sexual pattern that he Latinized as alubuati. Here Despars engages what Avicenna explores as a medical condition, but that would have been rendered in the Christian Middle Ages as a category of sin, as sodomy. Despars retains Avicenna's conception of alubuati as a disease even as he indicates its moral implications. To feature the historical value of this study, Neal uses alubuati to indicate both the disease and the subject, and adds that Despars emphasizes its psychological causes. He understands it as a disorder "not amenable to medical treatment" (49...
 
 
 
 
			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      
      
        [image: pdf]
      

      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
               
      
  		
  		
  		  

  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	



    	
    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
							
			
				
					ISSN
				

				
					1935-0236
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Print ISSN
				

				
					0034-4338
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
            
			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					pp. 1353-1355
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2008-12-24
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
				
				
					
						Archive Status
					

					
						Archived 2009
					

				

				
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	