
		
  	
     
    [Skip to Content]
		
		
		
			
				
					
						
							[image: institution icon]

							Institutional Login

						

					

					
						
							[image: account icon]

							LOG IN

						

						
  						
    						[image: accessibility icon]
    						Accessibility
    				  
						

					

				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					
						
							[image: Project MUSE]
							[image: Project MUSE]							
						

					

									
						 
							
								Browse
							

							
								
									OR 
								

							

							
								
  								
  								
										
                    Search:
										
										
										
										
																				
                    
										

									

								
																											
								

							

						
				
					

				
					
						
	
		
			
			  menu
				
			

		

		
			Advanced Search
			Browse
			
				MyMUSE Account
				
					Log In / Sign Up
					Change My Account
					User Settings
					Access via Institution
					MyMUSE Library
					Search History
					View History
					Purchase History
					MyMUSE Alerts
					Individual Subscriptions
																
				

			
									
			
				Contact Support
			

		

	



		
 
					

				

			

			
			
			
		






    


	
		
	

    
    
    
        
    
    
		
			
	
				
					
						Prairie Schooner

					

				

				
					
						
							
								
								
								
								
							
							
							
							
							
							
							
								
								

							
							



						

					

				

		
		
			
	
		

    
    
    
    
    
    	
    		
    		
    		
    		
      
      
    		
    		
   			
   			
   			
   			
				
						
						
						[image: restricted access] When what they need is land
						
						
						

						
	
						
						
						  

						  Agnes Lam
						  
												
						
	Prairie Schooner
	
							University of Nebraska Press
							
	
							
								
									Volume 87, Number 4, Winter 2013
								
							
						
	pp. 145-146
	10.1353/psg.2013.0177
	Article
	
						  
  						  	
    							  View Citation
							
	
    							  
    							    [image: Related Content]
                      Related Content
    							  
    							


							

						
	
							Additional Information
						


				

    		
    		

    		
    		
		
				
					
				  		Purchase/rental options available:
							[image: Rent from DeepDyve] Rent from DeepDyve


					
				


		
		
    		
    		
			

			
			
			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			   
     	 When what they need is land
 
	 Agnes Lam (bio)
 

 
 
 
    March 12, 2011, the day after the Sendai earthquake
 
  Sitting in the taxiwith my environmental bagsof fruit and cranberry bread …
 
      … an earthquake in Japan yesterday    left Sendai submerged in seawater    tens of thousands fleeing from tsunamis …
 
  I glance at the inevitableenormous photos of French modelsseducing from Admiralty facades …
 
      … how many have lost their families    when will the Japanese be able to go home    will the next quake sink more of the country …
 
  I race past the glass banks ofCentral in just a few minutes,up and down the expressway …
 
      … how many nuclear reactors will explode    how much radiation will the rains carry    in which directions will the winds blow …
 
  A gentle left turn brings meto the dried seafood, rice stores,dessert shops in Western … [End Page 145]
 
      … why do we fly only our citizens back    why give only money when what they need is    land to build homes on to move schools to …
 
  Up Pokfulam Road, down Bisney Road,and I am home. On my balcony, the sunrests on my orchids and the ocean beyond …
 
      … beneath the ocean is the basalt seafloor    pressing deep into the mantle of the earth    on which our continents float like icebergs … [End Page 146]
 
 
 
   Agnes Lam Agnes Lam was born in Hong Kong. Her books of poetry include Woman to Woman and Other Poems, Water Wood Pure Splendour, and A pond in the sky. She was made Honorary Fellow in Writing at the University of Iowa and received the 2008 Nosside International Poetry Prize (Special Mention). Her work has been translated into German, Italian, and other languages. She is currently researching Asian poetry in English.
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