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     	 Controlling Nothing, the Selkie Sends a Message through the Water
 
	 Jennifer Schomburg Kanke (bio)
 

 
 
 
    Granny stopped her first flood in ’34 when she walked the railroad bridge.Effie selling daisies in town and Willis worked the field, she took it uponher little skin and bones to dare herself to walk across the river.
 
  When those ripples would get too uppity, lapping the bottom not a foot from her,she’d say “Water, now hush … now hush” and it did … it did.But there wasn’t much on the other side, so she walked back across that night.
 
  I don’t care how good you are, I don’t carehow high. Don’t let them wash the clayfrom off your foot soles, child.
 
  In the 100-Year Flood, she lived in town. Land by the dump was cheap,she knew she could outlast trash. When developers sold parcelsin the old slag pit to the Moores and Newmans she laughed.
 
  Living by it is bad, but not so bad as not knowing you’re of it.In ’97 everything came back up like bodies in New Orleansbefore the mausoleums, before stone kept them at rest.
 
  When water began to climb her hill, slapping at her small brick wall,she looked out on the sea of forgotten fenders and nailsand said, “Just stop it, now hush … now hush” and it did. [End Page 142]
 
 
 
   Jennifer Schomburg Kanke Jennifer Schomburg Kanke is a doctoral candidate at Florida State University. Her work has appeared or is forthcoming in Pleiades, Fugue, and the Tampa Review. She currently serves as poetry editor for the Southeast Review.
 
 
 
 
  Copyright © 2013 University of Nebraska Press
 
 
 
 
 ... 
			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      
      
        [image: pdf]
      

      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		

			
				
				Purchase/rental options available:
					[image: Rent from DeepDyve] Rent from
							DeepDyve


				
			


		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
               
      
  		
  		
  		  

  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	



    	
    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
							
			
				
					ISSN
				

				
					1542-426X
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Print ISSN
				

				
					0032-6682
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
            
			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					p. 142
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2013-10-10
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
				
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	