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  [Access article in PDF]  Yangzhou's “Mondernity”:
 Fashion and Consumption in the Early Nineteenth Century 
  Antonia Finnane 
 
  What does it mean to talk about “fashion” in a Chinese context? Presented with Chinese fashion magazines and fashion shows, we can be confident that the term is meaningful, but these are phenomena of the twentieth century. For earlier times, the temptation may be to agree with Quentin Bell when he wrote, “No doubt there were variations in Chinese dress from dynasty to dynasty of a kind that Western eyes would hardly notice…. but [change there] occurs at the speed of a rather hesitant glacier.”1 Correspondingly, Chinese diplomat Zhang Deyi, on tour in Europe in the 1860s, remarked in astonishment on foreign women “changing their makeup by the week and their style by the fortnight.”2 And it must be admitted that the vicissitudes of the shift in European women's dress from empire line in the early nineteenth century to the bustle at the century's other end, the crinoline coming in between, has no compare in China prior to the twentieth century. [End Page 395]
 Nonetheless, Bell overstated his case in asserting that “the Chinese family of the last [i.e., nineteenth] century looked very much like a Chinese family of the classical age.”[bookmark: endnoteposition:3]3 He should not be judged too harshly on this account. He took advantage of such writings on Chinese dress as were then available to him, and at the microlevel of sartorial detail not much more has been published since. Fernand Braudel, writing at a much later date, echoed Bell when he stated of the mandarin's robes that they “scarcely changed in the course of centuries, but then Chinese society itself scarcely moved at all.”4 
Contemporary historians of China, with access to works in Chinese and Japanese, face much the same problem as Bell and Braudel did: a specialist literature on clothing culture in Chinese history that has only recently begun to expand and is generally too broad in its coverage of space and time to provide any sense of local, short-term sartorial trends and practices. Examining luxury consumption in eighteenth-century China, Kenneth Pomeranz was no more able than Bell or Braudel to discern an impulse toward fashion—for this period, at least. He brought a critical perspective to bear on the issue, criticizing the West's predilection for celebrating its instinct for fashion.
 [bookmark: endnoteposition:5]5 But his own search for answers, and indeed the formulation of his questions, was clearly hampered by the paucity of studies on consumption in China under the Qing.6 This dearth has been highlighted by Craig Clunas in a review of consumption studies in the early modern “world.” In an eloquent protest against the self-regard and self-preoccupations of Western historiography, Clunas posed the question, What was happening in China while the so-called consumer revolution was making history in Europe?
 7 The scholarship on consumption in Europe, he argued, is at present weighed down by “the heavy burden of global explanation” while remaining essentially uninformed about consumption elsewhere.8 One of the consequences of this ignorance has been the survival of what he describes as an essentially Hegelian assumption on the part of Western scholars concerning the stasis of dress in Asia.9 From the different theoretical contexts within which the subject of fashion looms into view, it follows that fashion is not merely a tale of sartorial practices. “The history of costume,” as Braudel wrote, “is less anecdotal than would appear.”
 [bookmark: endnoteposition:10]10 Braudel's interest was in how costume related to other aspects of material culture and economic activity, but as his study [End Page 396] demonstrates, fashion as a subject of scholarly reflection and argumentation is thick with implications for the historical periodization of non-Western histories. Clunas shows, with regard to the issue of consumption in general, that to speak of fashion is to invoke a sense of historical change. His own research on material and visual culture in the late... 
			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      
      
        [image: pdf]
      

      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
               
      
  		
  		
  		  

  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	



    	
    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
							
			
				
					ISSN
				

				
					1527-8271
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Print ISSN
				

				
					1067-9847
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
            
			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					pp. 395-425
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2003-08-21
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
				
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	