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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  
      Reviewed by: 
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  Dōgens Sprachdenken: Historische und symboltheoretische Perspektiven (Dōgen’s language thinking: Systematic perspectives from history and the theory of symbols). By Ralf Müller. Welten der Philosophie, vol. 13. Freiburg/München: Verlag Karl Alber, 2013. Pp. 376. €49, isbn978-3-495-48610-8.
 
   Dōgen studies have prospered in the academias of America and Europe for over three decades, and in Japan much longer. There hardly seems to be a year that does not see several monographs or collections published on the subject, and many issues continue to draw scholarly attention. Of paramount importance among these is, without doubt, Dōgen’s perspective on language.
 The well-established state of the field notwithstanding, Ralf Müller’s debut monograph is a most welcome contribution. It stands out by virtue of its fresh and [End Page 636]thoroughly rational perspective on the problem of Zen and language and succeeds in bringing philosophical theories to the table that all too often go without notice.
 While the book’s main title, Dōgens Sprachdenken, is essentially ambivalent—linguistic philosophy, or thought on language?—the subtitle, Historische und symboltheoretische Perspektiven, indicates the approach and structure of the study. A first part (pp. 19–177), consisting of chapters 1 through 3, takes a history-centered perspective. Taking his cues from Dōgen’s statement “When an expression is uttered, that which is not expressed remains unsaid” (p. 21; cf. Shōbōgenzō“Dōtoku,” fascicle as translated on p. 275), Müller sketches his project as follows: While a radically critical view on language as soteriologically inefficient, if not positively harmful, is what Zen Buddhism is famous for, the present study “argues, within the framework of a rational theory of language, against an obscurantist interpretation [mystizistische Auslegung]of Zen that time and again invokes experience” (p. 25). The narrative takes the reader from the twentieth-century Western analyses of Dōgen’s thought in Hee-Jin Kim and Thomas Kasulis through the definitions of religion in Jonathan Edwards and William James (chapter 2) toward the interpretations of—among others—Yodono Yōjun, Watsuji Tetsurō, and Tanabe Hajime (chapter 3). Müller’s retelling of hermeneutical history first aims to disclose ‘experience’ as the central concept in earlier Western treatments of Buddhism in general and Dōgen in particular, and, second, argues—primarily along the lines of Watsuji (1924) and Tanabe (1939)—that experience is not at all an entity in itself but essentially and dialectically depends on language.
 The study’s second part (chapters 4 though 6, pp. 178–367) is devoted to the theory of symbols and how it may be applied to Dōgen’s conceptualization of language. Müller follows Ernst Cassirer, Susanne Langer, and Jens Heise when he distinguishes two types of language: a first, discursive type that constantly structures our experiences and—more fundamentally—in fact produces the world we experience in the first place; and a second, presentative (präsentativ)type, which takes a holistic stance and establishes the totality of significations (Sinnganzes)through a texture of relations (Beziehungsgeflecht)(p. 231). It is this second type, Müller holds, that allows for a positive view of language even from the radically skeptical perspective of Dōgen’s brand of Zen Buddhism. Building on the previous observations on the dual structure of language, a German translation and detailed commentary of the “Dōtoku” fascicle are provided, followed by the presentation and analysis of all instances of dōtoku道得 (which Müller translates as “ vollkommener Ausdruck”—perfect expression) throughout the Shōbōgenzō.
 Finally, the study moves on to the field of kōan. In view of their essentially pragmatic type of language, Dōgen reduces the presentative opacity of language once more to the discursive level and thereby reinstalls hermeneutics as an effective tool. “Zen cannot be equated with an attitude of language negation,” Müller sums up, “but has to be understood from the perspective of tradition while affirming its textu ality” (p. 366). What...
 
 
 
 
 
			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      
      
        [image: pdf]
      

      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		

			
				
				Purchase/rental options available:
					[image: Rent from DeepDyve] Rent from
							DeepDyve
	Buy Digital
							Article for $16.00 (USD)
	Buy Complete Digital Issue for $29.00 (USD)


				
			


		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
               
      
  		
  		
  		  

  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	



    	
    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
							
			
				
					ISSN
				

				
					1529-1898
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Print ISSN
				

				
					0031-8221
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
            
			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					pp. 636-639
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2015-06-25
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
				
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				Accept
					
						
								
						
						
						

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	