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				Abstract
				

Ludwig Wittgenstein's conception of the role of objects in our
philosophical understanding of the logic of our language is critical for
his early philosophy in the Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus. While
the important connections between Heinrich Hertz's Principles of
Mechanics and Wittgenstein's Tractatus have long been recognized,
recent work by Jed Buchwald has deepened our knowledge of the importance
of the object-orientation of Hertz's scientific work in a manner that
should also deepen our understanding of the nature of objects in the
Tractatus. I will argue that there are important ontological links,
involving "a certain physical scheme, one that had powerful implications
for thinking as well as doing," between Hertz's work and Wittgenstein's
early philosophy.
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