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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			   
     Reviewed by:
 	 The Teaching and Impact of the 'Doctrinale' of Thomas Netter of Walden (c. 1374-1430) by Kevin J. Alban
 
	 Stephen Lake
 

 
 
 Alban, Kevin J. , The Teaching and Impact of the 'Doctrinale' of Thomas Netter of Walden (c. 1374-1430) (Medieval Church Studies, 7), Turnhout, Brepols, 2010; cloth; pp. xvi, 298; 4 b/w tables; R.R.P. €85.00; ISBN 9782503531793.
 
   Thomas Netter studied arts at a Carmelite studium in London and theology at Oxford, became the Carmelite Provincial Superior for England in 1414, confessor to Henry V in 1422, and subsequently tutor to Henry VI, and attended the councils of Pisa in 1409 and probably Constance in 1414, as well as trials of alleged Lollards in England. He is reported to have written a number of other works, but only a collection of correspondence and the substantial Doctrinale antiquitatum fidei catholicae ecclesiae contra Wiclevistas et Hussitas libri VI, completed in the 1420s with the encouragement of Pope Martin V, are extant.
 The Doctrinale is one of a number of Catholic refutations of John Wyclif (c. 1330-1384), Lollardy, and the Hussites. It presents a defence against their criticism or interpretations of the dual natures of Christ, the problem of predestination, Church and Papacy, mendicancy and contemplation, the seven sacraments, and a range of devotional practices. Netter summarizes the positions he opposes, before presenting biblical, Patristic, and other arguments in support of orthodox belief and practice; the work reflects an independent approach rather than a conventional Scholastic presentation. It is not a comprehensive theological summa, although Kevin Alban argues that the book is of broader usefulness than merely a refutation of heresy.
 Alban provides a survey of the principal arguments of each book of the Doctrinale, rounded out with a biographical sketch of Netter, some contextualization of his theology, and a review of the historical influence of the Doctrinale to Vatican II. The book reads like a dissertation (PhD, London University, 2007), and is not a thorough examination of the subjects it addresses. Alban's acquaintance with medieval philosophy seems to be largely dependent upon secondary literature, while the positions of Wyclif that were refuted by Netter are not always clearly explained. The discussion of Augustine's doctrine of predestination is less than satisfactory; equally significant is the problem, apparently unrecognized, that both Wyclif and Netter (among other medieval authors) could draw upon the same 'authorities' such as Augustine, but reach divergent conclusions. [End Page 319]
 There is little reference to longer-running medieval debates such as those over poverty and ecclesiastical wealth, or the authority of the papacy, and their possible influence on Wyclif or Netter. The discussion raises other questions, such as, if Wyclif's views were formulated not merely on an intellectual level but also in response to specific contemporary social circumstances, then does Netter's reply adequately address those same circumstances? Evidently not, at least in justifying the wealth of the Church. Alban's emphasis on Carmelite traditions is also perhaps a little one-sided.
 The text of the Doctrinale, last printed in 1757-59, is not widely accessible, and while it has attracted the attention of scholars of Lollardy, it has not been the subject of much detailed study. It is an achievement to have distilled an obviously complex and lengthy text into a readable introduction, as Alban has done, and his work affords a useful reference.
 
   Stephen Lake
 Sydney, NSW
 
 
 
  
 
  Copyright © 2012 by the Author
 
 
 
 
 ... 
			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      
      
        [image: pdf]
      

      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		

			
				
				Purchase/rental options available:
					[image: Rent from DeepDyve] Rent from
							DeepDyve


				
			


		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
               
      
  		
  		
  		  

  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	



    	
    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
							
			
				
					ISSN
				

				
					1832-8334
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Print ISSN
				

				
					0313-6221
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
            
			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					pp. 319-320
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2013-02-14
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
				
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	