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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			   
     Reviewed by:
 	 Sociability and its Discontents: Civil Society, Social Capital, and their Alternatives in Late Medieval and Early Modern Europe
 
	 Natalie Tomas
 

 
 
 Eckstein, Nicholas A. and Nicholas Terpstra, eds, Sociability and its Discontents: Civil Society, Social Capital, and their Alternatives in Late Medieval and Early Modern Europe (Early European Research, 1) Turnhout, Brepols, 2009; hardback; pp. vii, 326; 3 b/w illustrations; R.R.P.€65.00; ISBN 9782503524733.
 
   Sociability and its Discontents is the first volume in the Brepols series Early European Research, which intends to include works that examine how key elements of late medieval and Early Modern European society can shape and challenge modern Western societies. The contributors to this volume examine critically the extent to which contemporary notions of civil society and social capital - key concepts in Western democratic societies according [End Page 220] to the American sociologist Robert Putnam - owe their origins to the political systems and ideologies of the independent city-state republics of Northern Italy during the late Middle Ages and the Renaissance.
 The volume takes as its key point of reference Robert Putnam's study of Italian regional governments during the 1970s, Making Democracy Work (1993). Chapter 5 of that study argues that the reason the Northern regions of Italy at the time had strong social and political institutions with an active, engaged and co-operative citizenry - evidence of a robust civil society equipped with much social capital - was because Northern Italian regions had a tradition of republican forms of government that fostered strong social and political institutions, while the South of Italy, which had monarchical roots, was socially and politically dysfunctional. The contributors to the volume engage with Putnam's overall thesis critically, with some reference to his more popular book Bowling Alone (2000), which focuses on the supposed decline since the 1960s in America of sociability, reciprocity, co-operation and trust in people outside the family. However, as the editors of the volume argue, their goal is not simply to engage with Putnam's thesis but also to use his ideas 'as the spur to further analysis of how social capital and civil society functioned in the Renaissance and early modern periods' (p. 8).
 Not unsurprisingly, most of the contributors to this volume are historians of late medieval and Renaissance Italy, though medieval England is the subject of one study (Scott), as are sixteenth-century Ghent in Belgium (Van Bruaene) and eighteenth-century Paris (Garrioch). The collection begins with four essays that focus on how civil and social disorder can indeed foster social capital and civil society. To Putnam, rebellion, legal disputes, scandal and vertical patron-client relationships were all inimical to social capital, as they seemed to foster division and disunity. However, as the essays in this section demonstrate, the opposite often held true.
 The second section on 'Networks in Operation', re-frames Putnam's analysis of medieval and Renaissance Italy by analysing distinct social networks in Florence and Rome. This is underpinned by an understanding of Italian social relationships informed by many studies that have emphasized the significance of kin, friends and neighbours, as well as the importance of the relationships within and between communities of interest, such as the artisan and religious communities discussed by Nicholas Eckstein and Hugh Hudson.
 Putnam's idealized view of the family as an institution which constantly provided mutual support to its members, creating 'thick trust', is strongly [End Page 221] disputed in Caroline Castiglione's study of Anna Colonna Barberini's struggle with her marital family, in seventeenth-century Rome, to be recognized as part of that family. Castiglione argues that Putnam ignores gender and the fact that the patrimonial structure of Italian families could make life very, very difficult for the women who married into them, even if their capacity to act as 'weak ties' between families could work to extend the networks of both families.
 The next section 'Unexpected Civility' consists of four studies which challenge Putnam's key assertion that Southern Italy lacked both social capital and civil society because of its monarchical, feudal and despotic structures. The essays are historiographical rather than empirical in focus and convincingly demonstrate that Southern Italy had both social capital and civil...
 
 
 
 
 
			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      
      
        [image: pdf]
      

      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		

			
				
				Purchase/rental options available:
					[image: Rent from DeepDyve] Rent from
							DeepDyve


				
			


		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
               
      
  		
  		
  		  

  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	



    	
    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
							
			
				
					ISSN
				

				
					1832-8334
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Print ISSN
				

				
					0313-6221
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
            
			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					pp. 220-222
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2011-01-13
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
				
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	