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   In the mid-1960s, Keith Val Sinclair remarked on the significant growth of interest in the Middle Ages, the recent appointment in Australian universities of specialized medievalists, and the influence of dispersion and lack of resources on the pattern and nature of their research. He advocated formation of an association and a journal, both of which came about soon after, involving medievalists in Australia and New Zealand.1 In this essay we follow the itinerary of medieval and sixteenth-century French studies in New Zealand before and after the 1960s: history of the curriculum, teachers and scholars, past and present. This kind of stocktaking has been taking place elsewhere,2 as [End Page 183] well as debate on the definition and role of medieval studies, with particular reference to the new modes of literary criticism.3
 
  Curriculum Milestones
 History of the language and Old French texts were an integral part of the French curriculum for the BA and MA Hons degrees taught at the end of the nineteenth century and in the early twentieth century in the constituent colleges of the former University of New Zealand. Sixteenth-century texts appeared also from time to time among set texts for literary study. But how does this compare with the wider academic world? In the French universities of the second half of the nineteenth century, amidst much controversy, particularly about the appropriate designation ('vieux français', 'français du moyen-âge', 'ancien français' and so on), as well as modifications to the lycée curriculum and to the agrégation prescriptions and examination, university posts corresponding specifically to the teaching of medieval French literature and language were established, firstly at Paris, Lyon, and Aix. Arsène Darmesteter (1846-88), famous for his lectures on historical grammar, was the first promoted Professor of Littérature française du moyen-âge et histoire de la langue française (Paris, 1883). Paul Meyer (1840-1917) and Gaston Paris (1839-1903), who both held chairs at the Collège de France and together founded the review Romania (1872), along with Léon Clédat (1851-1930), who taught at the University of Lyon (1876-96), are the acknowledged pères fondateurs. In the prevailing national climate, however, despite their deep interest in Romance Philology and the influence of German philologists such as Friedrich Diez (1794-1876) in Bonn, French academics had to give priority to the study of literature, progressing from epic poetry (notably the Chanson de Roland), to historical memoirs (Villehardouin, Joinville, Froissart), and then to secular literature (e.g. theatre).4 We find reflection in New Zealand of this literary [End Page 184] canon, combined with study of the language. In British universities also, particularly London and Cambridge, the study of Old French language and literature was extending at this time.
 Until 1960, the constituent colleges offered tuition for University of New Zealand degree examinations. It is unknown who wrote the prescriptions. Although teachers had no direct voice in deciding curriculum and method of examination, the colleges had some independence to develop individuality in teaching and sufficient influence over the examination to prevent rigid uniformity in their courses of instruction.5 University of New Zealand Calendars contain examination prescriptions; college Calendars list classes, courses, set texts. For example, the Victoria University College (VUC) Calendar (1900) includes elementary lectures on the principles of French philology, with Auguste Brachet's Historical Grammar of the French Language (Oxford: Clarendon, 1859; rev. 1896) as set text;6 in the 1901 Auckland University College (AUC) Calendar, lectures on (a) origins, structure, and history of the French language, and (b) literature (1501-1600) are offered to second-year students;7 in the 1907 University of Otago (OU) Calendar, Advanced French includes a course on history of the language and Old French grammar, with A. Darmesteter's Historical French Grammar (London: Macmillan, 1899) [End Page 185] as textbook.8 In the MA Hons examination prescriptions, the Old French component reads: 'Detailed questions on French etymology. Translation and explanation of easy passages of Old French.'9 One of the following texts was set each year: the Chanson de...
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