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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			   
     Reviewed by:
 	 Hearts of Pine: Songs in the Lives of Three Korean Survivors of the Japanese “Comfort Women.” by Joshua D. Pilzer
 
	 Ruth Mueller
 

 
 
 Hearts of Pine: Songs in the Lives of Three Korean Survivors of the Japanese “Comfort Women.” By Joshua D. Pilzer. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2012. [xix, 216 p. ISBN 9780199759569 (hardcover), $99; ISBN 9780199759576 (paperback), $25.] Illustrations, companion Web site, bibliography, discography, index.
 
   Joshua D. Pilzer’s Hearts of Pine, a continuation and refinement of his dissertation (University of Chicago, 2006), follows the story of three victims of Japanese sexual slavery, as well as that of Pilzer as he undertakes fieldwork spanning a decade. He develops relationships with three survivors of the “comfort women” system: Pak Duri, Mun Pilgi, and Bae Chunhui. Pilzer places himself within the story and shows how his perspective is, at times, advantageous and somewhat limited. Through the voice of these three women, he explores their position between the public expectations of the “comfort woman grandmother” and their own voices as individuals with a range of life experiences and perspectives. Pilzer’s own experience as a researcher, slowly gaining the trust of his informants over time, clearly exemplifies this dichotomy between these public and private roles. His book aims at giving voice to these women, who are held in time by the social expectation of the “preservation of the wound” whereby they are “asked for infinite encores of the performance of suffering” (p. 59). Therefore, the song, privately an act of healing, entails a constant reopening of the wound in public.
 “Comfort women” under the Japanese imperial system do not constitute a new area of study, nor is the description of such women’s lives without precedent. Other researchers such as Howard and Kim-Gibson (Keith Howard, True Stories of the Korean Comfort Women: Testimonies [London: Cassell, 1995]; Dai Sil Kim-Gibson, Silence Broken: Korean Comfort Women [Parkers burg, IA: Mid-Prairie Books, 1999]) tell the stories within the system of sexual slavery or life during this period. Sarah Soh goes beyond life in “comfort stations” to explain how women heal, using snippets of different women’s experiences (C. Sarah Soh, The Comfort Women: Sexual Violence and Post-colonial Memory in Korean and Japan [Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 2008]). Pilzer’s book looks at the lives of three women as a whole, showing the process of healing within the scope of a life-span. Hearts of Pine, when combined with the companion Web site (http://www.oup.com/us/companion.websites/9780199759576/, accessed 15 March 2013), gives an individual voice to women often depersonalized and desexualized as symbols of the national suffering. Hearing the voices of these women in combination with photos reveals them as far more than their role as “comfort women grandmothers.”
 There are understandably questions of perspective between the researcher, a young American male, and the subjects, elderly Korean women, when undertaking this kind of research project. Pilzer shows great sensitivity, humility, and intelligence towards this complex issue; however, this same sensitivity seems overly cautious and almost defensive at points. His language is almost poetic and shows great respect for the women. His relationship with each of them shows them to be complete women rather than victims, which seems to be the purpose of his work.
 Hearts of Pine looks at how song functions in the lives of the three women. While the three sections do give information about each woman’s life and, in various degrees of detail, her time as a “comfort woman,” the primary focus seems to be on the present moment in company with Pilzer at the House of Sharing, a rest home for victims of Japanese sexual slavery. He focuses on how these women have come to be as they are late in life. In the first section on Pak Duri, he explores how she uses song and wit, often changing words to traditional and popular songs, to sexualize herself to reclaim the part of her that is assumed to have been destroyed through sexual violence. This section also talks about Pak Duri’s role in the weekly protests outside of the Japanese embassy as well as her struggle between the public...
 
 
 
 
 
			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      
      
        [image: pdf]
      

      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
               
      
  		
  		
  		  

  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	



    	
    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
							
			
				
					ISSN
				

				
					1534-150X
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Print ISSN
				

				
					0027-4380
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
            
			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					pp. 103-104
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2013-08-19
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
				
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	