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     Reviewed by:
 	 Truth, Power and Lies: Irish Society and the Case of the Kerry Babies
 
	 John L. Murphy
 

 
 
 Truth, Power and Lies: Irish Society and the Case of the Kerry Babies, by Tom Inglis , pp. 304. Dublin: University College Dublin Press, 2004. Distributed by Dufour Editions, Chester Springs, PA. $79.95 (cloth); $35.95 (paper).
 
  Applying sociological theory and "thick description," Tom Inglis investigates the April, 1984, scandal of the Kerry babies, when two dead newborns were found—one near Cahirciveen and the other across the bay, near Slea Head—on the Dingle peninsula. Gardaí blamed unmarried Joanne Hayes, who had just given birth; she and her family became targets of media attention, legal and medical debate, and moral censure. Inglis demonstrates that Hayes represented a modern woman challenging traditional Catholic mores of the "long nineteenth century." One of the babies found near the bay was the second child she had borne to a local married man.
 Inglis reviews the testimony of witnesses, forensic evidence, and testimony from the Hayes family and their neighbors. Eventually, oceanographers, psychologists, pathologists, and the Murder Squad also entered their opinions. What had at first seemed an easily solved murder unraveled when claims of superfecundation were charged—that Hayes bore twins by different fathers, as the two babies found bore different blood types. According to prosecutors, this extremely rare occurrences, trengthened the case for Hayes's sexual degeneracy. Inglis displays how the tribunal report may be read as "an innovative piece of ethnographic research" into the conflicts between the state and the family, rural and urban Ireland, and Catholic and secular morality in the 1980s.
 Inglis never resolves who was responsible for the deaths of the Kerry babies. Rather, he takes the incident to be an example of a witch-hunt, one in which powerful forces manipulated this still mysterious incident into a symbol of the collapse of church control over Irish women. The concept of Pierre Bourdieu's habitus—"the automatic predisposed way," in which everyday events are interpreted as right or wrong—informs Inglis's appraisal of how customary mores of sexuality, farming, Catholicism, and the repression of individual choice eroded within the Hayes family. For Joanne Hayes in 1984, the secularization of Irish society had not yet arrived. Inglis reads the unmarried woman's decision to raise a daughter fathered by a married man, and her predicament after again becoming pregnant by him, as a microcosmic articulation of the forces then beginning to undermine Catholic morality.
 Inglis pays particular attention to the role of the body in his interpretation of Joanne Hayes's position. He proposes that within this then-twenty-seven-year-old woman's body, a clash of two ideologies occurs: fitness versus fasting, self-indulgence versus self-denial (Hayes worked at a gymnasium in Tralee). His exploration of her embodied cultural tension provides an innovative thesis: [End Page 153]
  She began to express herself in an urban society in which she was not so well known. At night she went home to a family and a traditional way of life in which notions of self, desire and pleasure had a long history of denial and repression.
 
 Inglis succeeds in presenting Hayes not only as a pawn played by legislative and coercive entities, but also—albeit to a limited extent—as a young woman increasingly convinced that rewards invited by her own actions and promised by a Westernizing hedonism could sustain her in a chosen, single motherhood.
 Inglis adapts Bourdieu's competing notions of public and private honor, symbolic and cultural capital to the struggle between traditional and modern Ireland, as he examines the impact endured by the local gardaí when pitted against the determined anti-subversive agencies developed by the Dublin government in the 1970s and 1980s against terrorism. The infamous "heavy gang" within the detective force could build a confession in a manner analogous to the producer or editor of a documentary film. As the Hayes family discovered after their own confessions were, in Inglis's view, manufactured, reality could be whatever the stronger and louder culture desired it to be. For Joanne Hayes and her family, the results of resisting this pressure proved disastrous.
 In closing, Inglis...
 
 
 
 
			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      
      
        [image: pdf]
      

      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		

			
				
				Purchase/rental options available:
					[image: Rent from DeepDyve] Rent from
							DeepDyve


				
			


		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
               
      
  		
  		
  		  

  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	



    	
    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
							
			
				
					ISSN
				

				
					1534-5815
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Print ISSN
				

				
					1092-3977
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
            
			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					pp. 153-154
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2006-05-22
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
				
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	