PROJECT MUSE’

Who's Who in the Age of Alexander the Great: Prosopography

of Alexander's Empire (review)
MOUSEION

Carol Thomas

Mouseion: Journal of the Classical Association of Canada, Volume 7,
Number 1, 2007, LI—Series III, pp. 53-54 (Review)

Published by University of Toronto Press
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1353/mou.0.0012

= For additional information about this article
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/238082

[3.137.185.51] Project MUSE (2024-04-19 23:03 GMT)



BOOK REVIEWS/COMPTES RENDUS

WALDEMAR HECKEL. Who'’s Who in the Age of Alexander
the Great: Prosopogralphy of Alexander’s Empire. Malden,
MA /London: Blackwell Publishing Co., 2006. Pp. xxiv + 389;
15 ills. US $99.95. ISBN 1405112107.

Waldemar Heckel’s services to Alexander studies have been a catalyst to
all who are drawn to study this magnetic but illusive person. In addition
to nearly fifty articles and chapters contributed to collective studies,
Heckel, in collaboration with J.C. Yardley, has provided his colleagues
with two studies of historical sources. Other books appear with regu-
larity; one of them, Crossroads of History: The Age of Alexander
(2003), testifies to Heckel’s organization of symposia of scholars con-
cerned with Alexander.

These bare details indicate the weight and variety of Heckel’s contri-
bution but two works are especially significant in demonstrating its me-
ticulous quality. The first is his revision of Helmut Berve’s two volume
Das Alexanderreich auf prosopographischer Grundlage (1926). Since its
publication Berve’s study has been crucial to knowledge of individuals
associated with Alexander’s career. Over time, however, it required up-
dating and revision. Heckel did just that in The Marshals of Alexander
(1992), a work that has the advantage of greater accessibility to more
students of Alexander.

Heckel has now provided another essential tool in his Who’s Who in
the Age of Alexander the Great: Prosopography of Alexander’s Empire,
which contains more than eight hundred concise entries on Macedoni-
ans, Greeks, Persians and, indeed, all who came within the shadow of
Alexander of Macedon. Its range is from Abdalonymus, “an impover-
ished scion of the Sidonian royal house” to Zopyrion, a Macedonian
who “succeeded Memnon as strategos of Thrace.” At roughly mid-point
stand four Heracleides, one Macedonian, one Greek, one Thracian, one
uncertain. In addition to named individuals, five pages are devoted to
anonymous women and six to anonymous men: for example female 59:
“daughter of Acuphis, ruler of Nysa”; and male 2: “young son of Mem-
non and Barsine.” Any independent attempt to catalogue the players in
the Alexander saga from the surviving sources will quickly reveal the
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value of Heckel’s most recent contribution.

The information in the entries is enhanced by sixty pages of notes
that include references to sources and more recent studies; fuller in-
formation on the particular individual; analysis of textual reading; dis-
cussion of varying views; and justification of the version given in the
bibliography. Abbreviations of the sources are given in three sections
preceding the entries: ancient sources, multi-volume reference works,
and modern works. A chronological table extending from 383/2 to 281
and a map of Alexander’s campaigns from 334-323 provide the essential
temporal and spatial framework within which all these people lived.
Stemma of thirteen important lines and an appendix giving three
groups of men (e.g. cavalrymen from Orchomenus listed on IG 7.3206)
impart another sort of order to many of the individuals. A succinct
glossary defines Greek terms and names while a concordance equates
Greek and variant forms with the form used in this volume. While most
would realize that Alketas is Alcestas few would identify Taxiles’ name
in its Indian form of Ambhi.

In sum, the task was monumental; the production of the book
praiseworthy for its quality and concern for usefulness. The statement
of its value printed on the inside cover is surely true: “it will open up
new perspectives for all interested in Alexander’s reign.” We know
how many have that interest. Thank you, Waldemar and Blackwell.

CAROL THOMAS
DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY
UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON
SEATTLE, WA 98195-3560

KATHERINE BLOUIN. Le Conflit Judéo-Alexandrin de 38—41:
L’identité juive a I'épreuve. Paris: L' Harmattan, 2005. Pp.
199. $25. ISBN 2-7475-83487-1.

Katherine Blouin’s study of the Judaeo-Alexandrian conflict from AD 38
to 41 offers more than its title indicates. Thus one of its two chapters
surveys the history of the Jewish community of Alexandria from Pto-
lemaic times to the pogrom of 38. The enlarged chronological parame-
ters of the work are, of course, introduced to explain the long-term cau-
ses of the conflict. Similarly, consideration of methodological issues and
of geographical locales—the synagogue, Jewish quarter, gymnasium
and theatre—are included for their bearing upon the central issue of the
book. Blouin’s work offers two quite distinct explanations for the crisis:



