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  [Access article in PDF]  The Rest of Us 
  Jude Nutter 
  for Roger 
   I'd always suspected the body was a dwelling,
 a house that only children or the truly insane,
 unafraid of returning to find doors barred against them,
 enter and leave at will, that the rest 
  of us simply wait beneath the lintel of the threshold,
 pondering the fields swept clean and polished
 by the wind. And even though there are times
 when the brave and the foolish among us step forward 
  to stand exposed beneath the sulk of sky,
 we never go far; we simply look around a bit
 before coming back in. Just to say we've been there.
 But what of you, evicted 
  from the body by violence, snapped free of the flesh
 for seventeen years only to return, lease in hand,
 with rumors of heaven, which you remember
 the way the rest of us remember childhood— 
  with great effort, out of sequence, one artifact
 at a time: cuckoo spit, cat's eye, that perfect cleft
 in the tip of a pen nib, the small, carved shields
 of a pair of cufflinks. The empty mouths of buckles. 
  The shiny boat of a shoe. And all those years
 you spent in a coma add up
 to a separate, complete life: a slim boy of seventeen any girl
 would love for his mystery and aura of exile. And yet 
  after all those years, after leaning
 with your lips against the locked doors of your life
 you can no longer walk but have acquired a new language.
 And now when you speak I swear you are speaking [End Page 48]
 
 with your mouth against the lid
 of a casket. And so, heaven is built: one
 thick mouthful at a time. And, yes, I am bitter and resentful:
 being mortal is payment enough. There should be no
 
 extra charge to mistake this world for heaven;
 but god, you now tell me, is a casual flame
 burning about the trunk of each tree and under
 the shelf of every leaf, and how 
  can I not think about Blake, who saw angels
 bleating with fire in the trees and then lived his life
 with the lord's bright body caught in his throat
 like a hymn. There is no heaven; 
  only birds and wind. And your mind
 flirting with its own absence. And the late-
 blooming flowers sending out dark fleets of blossom.
 Roger, I think one day you just 
  woke up and turned over, as we all do, to face the view:
 outside, summer trees and the wink of visquene
 and paper among the mute, busy mouths of the leaves;
 small planes ascending from a distant airfield, scaling 
  and then slipping inside
 the grip of the wind; that a strained
 film of brightness was over all things, as if the world
 were the hem of a long, pale robe caught 
  on a branch and pulled taut. That having been away
 for so long, you mistook such things. There is no god;
 just the limned and tooled body of the wind at play
 among the plumes of the lilac; and trust me,
 
 there's a warmth deep down in the grasses, right
 where they enter the soil, and it will line your throat
 like a hymn. Come, let me wheel
 you out through the streets of the world, 
  where the rest of us live, where there are no angels;
 only girls on every corner baring their beautiful limbs. 
 
   Jude Nutter is from North Yorkshire, England. She moved to the United States in the 1980s and spent ten years homesteading on Wrangell Island in Southeast Alaska. Her poems have been widely published and received several awards and honors, including the Marlboro Review Prize for Poetry, the Robinson Jeffers Tor House Prize, the Marjorie J. Wilson Award and three Pushcart nominations. Her first full-length collection, Pictures of the Afterlife, was published by Salmon Poetry, Ireland, in 2002. 
 
 
 
       ... 
			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      
      
        
      

      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		

			
				
				Purchase/rental options available:
					 Rent from
							DeepDyve


				
			


		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
               
      
  		
  		
  		  

  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	



    	
    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
							
			
				
					ISSN
				

				
					1548-9930
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Print ISSN
				

				
					0191-1961
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
            
			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					pp. 48-49
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2004-06-09
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
				
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											
	
	


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								
								
								

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				Accept
					
						
								
						
						
						

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	