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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			   
     Reviewed by:
 	 New York Longshoremen: Class and Power on the Docks
 
	 Jason Stanley
 

 
 
 William J. Mello, New York Longshoremen: Class and Power on the Docks (Gainesville: University Press of Florida 2010)
 
  With this book, William J. Mello offers a fascinating account of rank-and-file rebellion among East Coast dockworkers in the post-war era. The docks of Manhattan might be overrun by condominiums and urban parks today, but Mello’s account brings to life a very different portside world, one where tens of thousands of longshoremen struggled to make a living and to gain some measure of control over their working conditions. As Mello’s detailed historical work makes clear, these struggles led rank-and-file workers into confrontations not only with their employers and political élites, but also with corrupt officials in their own union, the International Longshoremen’s Association (ila).
 Drawing on the archives of rank-and-file newsletters, oral histories of water-front activists, several interviews, and a range of secondary sources, Mello homes in on the three decades following the end of World War II. The book asks two questions: “First, what were the limits imposed by business elites and political authorities against rebellious dockworkers? Second, what was the longshoremen’s political capacity to succeed given the limits to class action?” (1)
 In responding to these questions, the book moves gingerly between the distant and the local. Mello describes the ways in which the general climate of anti-communist McCarthyism pervading the United States in the post-war era created challenges for dockworkers fighting for greater control over their working lives, not least by provoking employers’ use of investigative agencies and loyalty programs aimed at disarming rank-and-file activists. He speaks in particular about the barriers thrown up by the passage of the Taft-Hartley Act in 1947 and the Landrum-Griffin Act in 1959, both of which ushered in new institutional constraints for unionists. Along the way, the Bi-State Waterfront Commission was created, altering historically entrenched hiring procedures and shifting decisions about the waterfront labour process away from the employer-union nexus, thereby reducing workers’ capacity to intervene. [End Page 317]
 To this we can add the host of difficulties workers encountered in their own organization, where union officials often worked hand-in-hand with employers and politicians to silence rank-and-file militancy. This was the case in 1939, for example, when union thugs murdered Pete Panto, an outspoken leader of the Brooklyn Rank and File Committee, which was demanding changes to corrupt hiring procedures. It was also the case when the American Federation of Labor (afl) cooperated with government officials to spearhead a campaign to replace the ila with an equally conservative and violent afl-affiliated union.
 Amidst all of these challenges, rank-and-file activists were hardly docile. Though gangsters took the life of Pete Panto for his activism on the docks, their threats had not stopped the formation and growth of the Brooklyn Rank and File Committee, nor that of similar groups. Between 1945 and 1947, these efforts contributed to an explosion of wildcat strikes as longshoremen challenged their lack of control over working conditions and their union. Mello’s excellent documentation of these wildcats and the rank-and-file organizing that underlay them puts to rest the notion that East Coast dockworkers were a conservative lot.
 This activism led to some important victories for East Coast longshoremen, including the establishment of a Guaranteed Annual Income for workers. However, the overarching story revealed in this book is one of evaporating space for rank-and-file militancy. In the first phase of this history, immediately following World War II, workers responded to high levels of coercion emanating from informal alliances between union officials, political élites, and employers by engaging in highly disruptive wildcat strikes. As it became clear that the ila was incapable of keeping the rank-and-file in line, these alliances broke down. Beginning in 1947, with the passage of the Taft-Hartley Act, the second phase of this history saw employers and political élites work to introduce regulatory measures that limited worker and union involvement in decision-making over the waterfront labour process. By the...
 
 
 
 
			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      
      
        
      

      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		

			
				
				Purchase/rental options available:
					 Rent from
							DeepDyve


				
			


		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
               
      
  		
  		
  		  

  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	



    	
    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
							
			
				
					ISSN
				

				
					1911-4842
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Print ISSN
				

				
					0700-3862
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
            
			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					pp. 317-319
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2012-12-26
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
				
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											
	
	


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								
								
								

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				Accept
					
						
								
						
						
						

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	