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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  Joyce Studies Annual, Volume 13, Summer 2002© 2002 by the University of Texas Press, P.O. Box 7819, Austin, Texas 78713-7819 1 This is the term by which, according to Brenda Maddox, the letters “are known to Joyce scholars,” though, in truth, one does not encounter it much today (107). Recognizing Masochism: Psychoanalysis and the Politics of Sexual Submission in Ulysses THOMAS P. BALÁZS In 1909 while alone in Dublin on a business trip, James Joyce initiated a now infamous series of sadomasochistic “dirty letters”1 between himself and his wife, Nora, who was waiting for him back in Trieste. The passage that initiates the most overtly masochistic fantasies occurs in a letter written September 2, 1909: Nora, my ‘true love’, you must really take me in hand. Why have you allowed me to get into this state? Will you, dearest, take me as I am with my sins and follies and shelter me from my misery. If you do not I feel I will go to pieces. Tonight I have an idea madder than usual. I feel I would like to be ﬂogged by you. I would like to see your eyes blazing with anger. (SLJ 166) These letters are interesting not only because they may shed light on Joyce’s personal psychology and relationship with his wife. They also may help us to understand themes of sexual masochism in his work, and, in fact, may help us to understand masochism itself as a cultural and psychosexual phenomenon Erotic fantasies of being dominated, ﬂogged, and cuckolded are familiar to readers of Joyce, particularly in Ulysses where these themes 08-T2429 9/13/02 12:07 PM Page 160 thomas p. balázs 161 are articulated through the thoughts and adventures of the novel’s wandering protagonist Leopold Bloom. Early in the novel, Bloom’s burgeoning correspondence with an erotic pen pal, Martha Clifford, shows evidence of sadomasochistic interests that appear to be modeled on Joyce’s own erotic letter exchange—with Martha playfully referring to Bloom as “naughty” and he seeking to incur punishment from her. As the novel progresses, however, we are exposed to more and deeper instances of Bloom’s apparently masochistic personality and sexuality. From his famous tolerance of his wife’s adulterous affair with Blazes Boylan to the hallucinatory machinations of the surrealist “Circe” chapter, Joyce’s protagonist samples all the elements of classic sexual masochism: secret encounters with dominating women, ﬂagellation, bondage, fetishized clothing, foot worship, verbal abuse, sexual humiliation, forced cross-dressing, and, of course, self-induced cuckoldry. Over the past few decades, literary critics have returned to the subject of Joyce and masochism over and over again to try and unpack the complicated discourses of gender, politics, history, and the psyche that intertwine themselves around issues of sexual submission in Ulysses. While early Joyce critics such as Frank Budgen viewed Bloom’s masochism as a pathological feminizing condition that he successfully overcomes, a number of modern critics have interpreted Bloom’s masochism as a subversive rebellion against patriarchal authority. In his 1982 article “A New Approach to Bloom as ‘Womanly Man,’” Joseph Allen Boone explains Bloom’s masochism as an attempt to purge himself of the internalized social stigma that attaches to him as an androgynous or “womanly” man. A few years later, in Joyce and the Law of the Fathers (1989), Frances Restuccia characterizes Bloom’s masochism as a psychosexual strategy—exemplifying a paradigm theorized by the postmodern psychoanalytic critic Gilles Deleuze—for undermining patriarchal power structures and achieving personal liberation. And in 1990, Suzette Henke in James Joyce and the Politics of Desire sees Bloom’s masochistic encounters as part of a “revolutionary narrative” that exposes the ﬁction of sexual difference (122). Others have seen Bloom’s masochism as representing a more ambivalent posture with regard to gender. In Modernism’s Body, Christine Froula argues that, by returning to infantile psychodynamics in which the dominatrix reassumes the role of mother/tyrant, Bloom 08-T2429 9/13/02 12:07 PM Page 161 162 recognizing masochism betrays paternal culture. That rebellion, however, is undercut by the masochist’s “contriving to pay for his pleasure with pain” to appease masculine... 
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