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  [Access article in PDF]  A Dictionary of Twentieth-Century World History. By Jan Palmow-Ski. Oxford Paperback Reference Series. Oxford: Oxford Univer-sity Press, 1997. viii + 693. $15.95 (paper). 
 
  A Dictionary of Twentieth-Century World History is the latest reference book "for both students and the general reader" from the sixty-plus-volume Oxford Paperback Reference Series, which has included everything from a medical dictionary to books of sailing terms and geography, and even a work on the popes. It was compiled by Jan Palmowski, a junior research fellow at Christ Church, Oxford University, whose book on nineteenth-century German liberalism is forthcoming. The creation of a comprehensive dictionary of twentieth-century world history is an ambitious project indeed. The twentieth century has witnessed such rapid change that in some instances these transitions were incomprehensible to generations living just before the shifts occurred. A sweeping synopsis of these changes would certainly be a useful tool for students, teachers, and researchers alike. In this era of "instant communication," more people around the globe have more [End Page 256] knowledge of, and participate in, what are to become historic events. As readers of this journal are aware, focusing on the global nature and impact of twentieth-century historical changes would make this reference work additionally valuable.
 Palmowski takes on this daunting task with great enthusiasm. A Dictionary of Twentieth-Century World History includes approximately 2,500 entries, averaging about 175-250 words apiece. Of course, some entries, such as "World War Two," cover three full pages and others, such as "Sabah" (a state in the federation of Malaysia), receive fifty words. Considering the number of topics covered in this dictionary, the entries were for the most part sufficient in length. Palmowski attempted to provide entries that were "as much about why things happened and the way they did, as about what happened" (vii). However, this proved to be a difficult task within such limited space, and the entries are mainly descriptive. For example, the "World Bank" entry primarily describes the bank's purpose as declared by the United Nations, and little more could be expected from a ninety-word entry. But the World Bank has been a contested political issue, and a dictionary balancing "why" and "what" happened should address this. In the end it is left up to the reader to analyze the presented events, peoples, and places of the twentieth century.
 Palmowski has provided a cross-reference tool by placing an asterisk before most terms in an entry that also have independent entries of their own. This handy feature allows a clueless reader to learn a little more about the context of any particular item. For example, Kwame Nkrumah is cross-referenced to J. B. Danquah and Pan-Africanism. Although Danquah is only cross-referenced with Nkrumah, the entry on Pan-Africanism refers the reader to the following entries: Garvey, Du Bois, Nkrumah, Kenyatta, and the Organization for African Unity. Although none of these cross-references will point an African history specialist in any new direction, they might be helpful to an instructor of world history surveys whose training was on medieval Spain. These cross-references will certainly be useful for a student trying to research a term paper on an unfamiliar topic. Almost every entry is cross-referenced with two or three other entries, which helps to present the entries as links in a larger chain rather than as isolated historical events. This cross-referencing device serves to illustrate the interconnectedness of historic phenomena, thus making this much more a work of world history than books that just present an aggregate of data with no attempt at linkage.
 A Dictionary of Twentieth-Century World History is more comprehen-sive than most works of this type. For example, although disappointed [End Page 257] in Palmowski's failure to connect Royal Dutch Shell to Ken Saro-Wiwa's execution, I was pleased to find an entry on Saro-Wiwa at all. Numerous examples of this type could be listed to demonstrate Palmowski's effort at...
 
			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      
      
        [image: pdf]
      

      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		

			
				
				Purchase/rental options available:
					[image: Rent from DeepDyve] Rent from
							DeepDyve
	Buy Digital
							Article for $16.00 (USD)
	Buy Complete Digital Issue for $44.00 (USD)


				
			


		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
               
      
  		
  		
  		  

  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	



    	
    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
							
			
				
					ISSN
				

				
					1527-8050
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Print ISSN
				

				
					1045-6007
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
            
			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					pp. 256-260
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2005-02-24
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
				
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	