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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  366 HISTORY OF PHILOSOPHY made a sharp distinction between the philosophy of Plato and his later followers, whom Brucker termed "syncretistic" rather than "Platonic." Thus it remained for others of the late eighteenth and nineteenth century to work out the details of the distinction between "Platonism" and "Neoplatonism," which we accept today as axiomatic. I say we accept it as axiomatic, though peculiarly enough some scholars who work on the Renaissance, for example, do not seem to realize that the Platonism of Ficino or that inherited by Galileo is far different from anything that can be found in the genuine works of Plato. Historians of science, among others, have been prone to dismiss Galileo's or Kepler's so-called Platonism as a fiction after finding there to be little direct correlation between their writings and the works of Plato. Galileo, in some ways at least a child of his age, did not distinguish between Plato and what Tigerstedt aptly calls "the Neoplatonic Interpretation of Plato." Like most people of the age--Serranus was an exception--the Plato known to Galileo was the many-layered fabrication which had taken form over many centuries. This volume is a notable contribution to the history of philosophy. It is densely packed with information and, indeed, to me at least seems too condensed for its own good. The reader can hardly doubt that the learned author might easily have written a study three times the length with little additional effort. Had he done so his readers would have been far richer for it! Nevertheless, as the book stands it touches upon many important problems connected with the transmission of ideas and the historical interpretation of philosophical doctrines. One hopes that it might encourage others to take up some of the leads the author suggests, but does not follow up. Though one feels that Tigerstedt's overall interpretation is correct, some of his points of emphasis might be misplaced. For example, I am not sure that adequate attention is given to the syncretic orientation of Ficino and Pico, for there is both a qualitative and quantitative difference between their new synthesis and that of earlier Neoplatonists . Moreover, perhaps inadequate attention is given to the Neoplatonism of sixteenth -century France, as opposed to the Ramus-Serranus strand. Champier, Postel, Le Roy, and Charpentier, among others, are deserving of consideration when the full story is told. I cannot help but think that Jacopo Mazzoni and, especially, Francesco Patrizi, who were among the first to be given university chairs specifically to teach Platonic philosophy, must somehow be integrated into the picture. Patrizi was certainly one of the dominating influences on seventeenth-century interpretations of Platonism, as we see from the use of his writings by Thomas Stanley, the Cambridge Platonists, Leibniz and others. One would also like to know how Francesco Barozzi and other mathematical interpretators of Plato fit into the picture. Regardless of these and other relatively minor points, I must conclude by emphasizing that Tigerstedt has given us a work of great value and one that is of a type all too rare today. It is carefully and extensively documented, well organized and readable (in spite of a few infelicities of English style), in addition to containing many valuable insights into the history of philosophical interpretation. CHARLESB. SCHMITT The Warburg Institute The Emergence o/ Probability: A Philosophical Study o/ Early Ideas about Probability , Induction and Statistical Inference. By Ian Hacking. (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1975. Pp. 209. $15.95) Modem thought begins in the latter part of the seventeenth century. By the publication of Hume's Treatise in 1739 the structure of the present conceptual scheme or episteme was pretty well established. Before the Port Royal Logic in 1662 its development had not properly begun. The beginning of this conceptual era is not merely a BOOK REVIEWS 367 convenient cut in a continuous process. There is a genuine discontinuity: Thought on either side of the discontinuity is incommensurable and incomprehensible in terms of that on the other side. It is not a question of growth or of increased complexity; the relation is rather like that of two algebras neither of which may be described in... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      
      
        [image: pdf]
      

      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		

			
				
				Purchase/rental options available:
					[image: Purchase from JHUP] Buy Issue for $25 at JHUP


				
			


		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
               
      
  		
  		
  		  

  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	



    	
    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
							
			
				
					ISSN
				

				
					1538-4586
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Print ISSN
				

				
					0022-5053
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
            
			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					pp. 366-367
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2008-01-01
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
				
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	