
		
  	
     
    [Skip to Content]
		
		
		
			
				
					
						
							[image: institution icon]

							Institutional Login

						

					

					
						
							[image: account icon]

							LOG IN

						

						
  						
    						[image: accessibility icon]
    						Accessibility
    				  
						

					

				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					
						
							[image: Project MUSE]
							[image: Project MUSE]							
						

					

									
						 
							
								Browse
							

							
								
									OR 
								

							

							
								
  								
  								
										
                    Search:
										
										
										
										
																				
                    
										

									

								
																											
								

							

						
				
					

				
					
						
	
		
			
			  menu
				
			

		

		
			Advanced Search
			Browse
			
				MyMUSE Account
				
					Log In / Sign Up
					Change My Account
					User Settings
					Access via Institution
					MyMUSE Library
					Search History
					View History
					Purchase History
					MyMUSE Alerts
					Individual Subscriptions
																
				

			
									
			
				Contact Support
			

		

	



		
 
					

				

			

			
			
			
		






    


	
		
	

    
    
    
        
    
    
		
			
	
				
					
						Journal of Late Antiquity

					

				

				
					
						
							
								
								
								
								
							
							
							
							
							
							
							
								
								

							
							



						

					

				

		
		
			
	
		

    
    
    
    
    
    	
    		
    		
    		
    		
      
      
    		
    		
   			
   			
   			
   			
				
						
						
						[image: restricted access] The Rise and Function of the Concept “Late Antiquity”
						
						
						

						
	
						
						
						  

						  Edward James
						  
												
						
	Journal of Late Antiquity
	
							Johns Hopkins University Press
							
	
							
								
									Volume 1, Number 1, Spring 2008
								
							
						
	pp. 20-30
	10.1353/jla.0.0003
	Article
	
						  
  						  	
    							  View Citation
							
	
    							  
    							    [image: Related Content]
                      Related Content
    							  
    							


							

						
	
							Additional Information
						


				

    		
    		

    		
    		
		
				
					
				  		Purchase/rental options available:
							[image: Purchase from JHUP] Buy Issue for $25 at JHUP


					
				


		
		
    		
    		
			

			
			  
			    
			      
				Abstract
				
	  This article examines the development of the idea of “Late Antiquity” from its origins in the early twentieth century among art historians, to the launch of the “Late Antiquity Project” with the publication of Peter Brown’s The World of Late Antiquity in 1971. The preface to this book, and a postscript to the new edition of 1993, are analyzed in terms of the ideologies which they reveal. There is discussion of the achievements of scholars of Late Antiquity over the last thirty-five years, above all in correcting the geographical bias of earlier work and in bringing in many new aspects of Late Roman society into historical light. But the study ends by expressing a number of worries about the new late antique orthodoxy—about the emphasis on “continuity” and “transformation”, in particular—that threaten to be as distorting of the ancient world as the old orthodoxy was.
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