Health Care in World Cities: New York, Paris, and London (review)
		

		
		

		

    
    

    

    

		
		

		

		
		
			

			

			

			
			
		
		
		
		
		

				
		
		
		

		
		
				
		
		
		
	
	
		
  	
     
    [Skip to Content]
		
		
		
			
				
					
						
							

							Institutional Login

						

					

					
						
							

							LOG IN

						

						
  						
    						
    						Accessibility
    				  
						

					

				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					
						
							
														
						

					

									
						 
							
								Browse
							

							
								
									OR 
								

							

							
								
  								
  								
										
                    Search:
										
										
										
										
																				
                    
										

									

								
																											
								

							

						
				
					

				
					
						
	
		
			
			  menu
				
			

		

		
			Advanced Search
			Browse
			
				MyMUSE Account
				
					Log In / Sign Up
					Change My Account
					User Settings
					Access via Institution
					MyMUSE Library
					Search History
					View History
					Purchase History
					MyMUSE Alerts
					Individual Subscriptions
																
				

			
									
			
				Contact Support
			

		

	



		
 
					

				

			

			
			
			
		






    


	
		
	

    
    
    
        
    
    
		
			
	
				
					
						Journal of Health Care for the Poor and Underserved

					

				

				
					
						
							
								
								
								
								
							
							
							
							
							
							
							
								
								

							
							



						

					

				

		
		
			
	
		

    
    
    
    
    
    	
    		
    		
    		
    		
      
      
    		
    		
   			
   			
   			
   			
				
						
						
						 Health Care in World Cities: New York, Paris, and London (review)
						
						
						

						
	
						
						
						  

						  Michelle S. Nyamushanya
						  
												
						
	Journal of Health Care for the Poor and Underserved
	
							Johns Hopkins University Press
							
	
							
								
									Volume 22, Number 3, August 2011
								
							
						
	pp. 1116-1117
	10.1353/hpu.2011.0077
	Review
	
						  
  						  	
    							  View Citation
							
	
    							  
    							    
                      Related Content
    							  
    							


							

						
	
							Additional Information
						


				

    		
    		

    		
    		
		
				
					
				  		Purchase/rental options available:
							 Buy Issue for $25 at JHUP


					
				


		
		
    		
    		
			

			
			
			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			   
     Reviewed by:
 	 Health Care in World Cities: New York, Paris, and London
 
	 Michelle S. Nyamushanya, BS (bio)
 

 
 
 Health Care in World Cities: New York, Paris, and London. Michael K. Gusmano, Victor G. Rodwin, PhD, MPH, and Daniel Weisz, MD, MPA . Baltimore, MD: The Johns Hopkins University Press, 2010.
 
   Are health systems of different countries and their cities truly comparable? Health policymakers and organizations such as the World Health Organization (WHO) are concerned both with the average level of population health and related inequalities within the population. According to WHO, health systems across the globe have varying performance measures. 1 The WHO has provided a framework for assessing the performance of health systems. A key finding is that health system performance variation is tied to education, levels of income, and health expenditure. Seeking to understand health systems better, I read Health Care in World Cities: New York, Paris, and London. Gusmano and colleagues compare the health systems of different cities: Paris, France; [End Page 1116] London, United Kingdom (U.K.); and New York, NY; France, the U.K., and the U.S. are developed countries with similar economic infrastructures. The authors hope that the comparisons will provoke some discussion of how health care might be improved in both developed and developing nations.
 The book's chapter titles are: A New Approach to Comparing Health Systems; Comparable Cities within Contrasting Health Systems; Overall Performance of the Health Systems; Avoidable Mortality, Access to Primary Care; Avoidable Hospital Conditions, Access to Specialty Care; The Treatment of Heart Disease; and Conclusions. Each chapter ends with a summary reinforcing the main points discussed by the authors.
 The authors begin by boldly making the case that comparing different health systems is essential, drawing the reader's attention to potential opportunities to improve and maintain health around the world. Programs that provide financial incentives to physicians in training to increase the availability of specialty care are only one example. This chapter lays the foundation for the comparisons presented in the subsequent five chapters. While there are many indicators to health system performance, the authors focus on access to timely, effective health. First, in New York, Paris, and London there is a broad support for the notion that people who need health care should receive it. Second, comparable measures at the neighborhood level in each city exist, allowing the authors to evaluate access to health care within and among the cities. Examples of comparable measures of health care performance are avoidable mortality, access to primary care, and access to revascularization.
 The comparisons presented in chapters three to five show that each city performs well in some areas and poorly in other areas. Overall, the inequality of access to timely and effective health care appeared to be greater in New York than in Paris and London where there is universal access to health care. This is mostly due to the financial constraints experienced by the people in New York, especially those of the lowest incomes. In the final chapter, a succinct summary of research findings and comparisons is provided.
 Overall, the book has multiple strengths. The summary at the end of each chapter is useful as it refreshes the mind and reinforces the objective of the chapter. Two, the authors are able to compare the three cities' health systems without showing their preference for one particular health system. The authors effectively compare the challenges, successes, and strengths of each city's health care system. Three, the use of research data and results from previous published works ensures that appropriate variables are being addressed and relates the comparisons to the relevant trends observed across the globe.
 I found the book easy to read. Gusmano and colleagues certainly achieved their goal to provoke some deliberation about how health care might improve in both developed and developing nations. I would recommend this book to students (undergraduate and graduate levels) of public health. Additionally, it is a great reference tool for policymakers looking for models on how to organize public health infrastructures. Health systems of cities and their respective nations are comparable as long as the countries supporting them have similar economic infrastructures.
 
 
   Michelle S. Nyamushanya Ms. Nyamushanya can be reached at mnyamushanya@hotmail...
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