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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			   
     Reviewed by:
 	 Cities and the Health of the Public
 
	 Rashiah Elam (bio) and Paul Meissner (bio)
 

 
 
 Cities and the Health of the Public. Edited by Nicholas Freudenberg, Sandro Galea and David Vlahov. Vanderbilt University Press, Nashville, 2006.
 
  Cities and the Health of the Public is written and edited by public health scholars with extensive experience in urban health. The rationale for this book, and for interest in urban public health, is the fact that the majority of people in the world live in urban areas. Furthermore, better understanding and appreciation of the full scope and uniqueness of urban health will foster public health interventions with positive affects across racial, ethnic and income strata. The authors point out that remediation of inequalities must be an explicit objective of public health planners.
 Tailored towards a diverse audience, this book foremost targets students, but is also an essential primer for practitioners and researchers of urban public health. Each chapter is an introductory review of a specific topic linked to the editors' framework for the study of urban public health. This framework places public health in the center of a dynamic continuum affected by multiple influences. Upstream influences include such factors as major global and national trends and municipal level structures while downstream influences are what the editors refer to collectively as "urban living conditions." The four principal components of urban living conditions, in this framework, are population, social and physical environments, and the system of health and social services. Cumulatively, these influences affect health outcomes; each chapter in the book subsequently elucidates more specific topics within these dimensions. Given this framework, students can easily understand how each topic fits in and ultimately affects health outcomes.
 The text consists of 16 chapters, which read like essays on a particular topic, and are written by academic experts in each area. Citations from the literature are extensive, with some chapters exceeding 200 references. In addition to providing excellent integration of the pertinent literature about the topic, many chapters could serve as succinct literatures reviews.
 The book is organized into five thematic sections. Part I, the introduction, relates staggering statistics on the distribution of the global population into urban areas, and provides central definitions and the overall framework. Chapter 2 uses the framework to outline how events in post–World War II U.S. cities have contributed to modern health issues. It identifies the major trends affecting each component of the framework since the mid-20th century, highlighting the impact of global and national phenomena such as immigration, globalization, decentralization of government, as well as the [End Page 320] changes unique to urban settings such as suburbanization, concentration of racial/ethnic minorities and poverty, and population density.
 Part II, Determinants of Health in Cities, expands on the central ideas introduced in the earlier chapters. Chapter 3 introduces the social environment, which affects health through pathogenic and salutogenic influences, and provides a compelling argument to address it as a necessary component of any health intervention. Chapter 4 gives a comprehensive review of how the physical environment of cities affects health, and expands on how underlying community level/proximate level factors affect health. This chapter would ideally generate discussion among students about defining the physical environment, and the conceptual difficulty with the somewhat abstract distinction between the two levels. Chapter 5 presents a useful overview of the crisis of the uninsured in the context of the challenge-ridden urban safety net by exploring access to care for vulnerable urban populations. The final chapter in Part I consists of a summary of how nutrition affects the health of urban populations, touching on basic themes such as food insecurity, obesity, and lack of exercise.
 Part II, Local and Public Perspectives on Changing Cities, includes chapters on a wide range of topics unique to urban health, expanding on the more controversial themes of the field. Chapter 7, Public Health in US Cities, vividly and persuasively paints a historical picture of the inherent interconnection between disease, urban filth, and social corruption, the transition from predominance of infectious to lifestyle related disease in cities, and the time-immemorial concept of the stigmatization of the poor as vectors of disease and immorality. Chapter 8, Cities...
 
 
 
 
			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      
      
        [image: pdf]
      

      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		

			
				
				Purchase/rental options available:
					[image: Purchase from JHUP] Buy Issue for $25 at JHUP


				
			


		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
               
      
  		
  		
  		  

  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	



    	
    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
							
			
				
					ISSN
				

				
					1548-6869
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Print ISSN
				

				
					1049-2089
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
            
			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					pp. 320-322
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2008-02-07
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
				
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	