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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			   
     Reviewed by:
 	 Judging Edward Teller: A Closer Look at One of the Most Influential Scientists of the Twentieth Century by István Hargittai
 
	 László Borhi
 

 
 
 István Hargittai , Judging Edward Teller: A Closer Look at One of the Most Influential Scientists of the Twentieth Century. New York: Prometheus Books, 2010. 575 pp.
 
   When Ronald Reagan introduced Mikhail Gorbachev and Edward Teller at a reception, Gorbachev allegedly refused to shake Teller's outstretched hand and claimed not to know who Teller was: "there are many Tellers." Teller replied, "I agree." As author István Hargittai reveals, Teller was hounded by the U.S. Federal Bureau of Investigation because he had the same name as a Communist teacher in New York. Read as a remarkably candid self-reflection, Teller's response to Gorbachev exposes the physicist's awareness of the many facets of his own personality. Hargittai's biography reveals the hidden dimensions of one of the most influential scientists of the twentieth century, showing him to be a product of extraordinary times.
 Drawing on interviews, documents, and secondary sources, Hargittai traces Teller's life from childhood through his emigration from Hungary to Germany and eventually the United States, his quest for the hydrogen bomb, his clash with J. Robert Oppenheimer, his stint as director of the Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory, his opposition to the nuclear test ban treaty, and his lobbying for the Strategic Defense Initiative (SDI)—all while trying to penetrate Teller's innermost thoughts. Breaking with the prevailing canon, Hargittai convincingly argues that "Teller made an invaluable contribution to world peace with his work on the hydrogen bomb."
 From childhood Teller was prepared for the formative experience of his life: exile. His first, "internal emigration" was the experience of Jewish families preparing their children for new environments. At an early age he developed doubts about even those close to him. He may never have been aware of his father's devotion to him. His upper middle-class, assimilated Jewish family was caught in the turmoil of history when they left Hungary in 1926, finding refuge in Germany. Although legislation was adopted in Hungary in 1921 to curb Jewish participation in higher education, it did not prevent the young Edward from being admitted to the technical university. Yet, like many other intellectuals he decided to move to Germany, where he focused initially on chemical engineering.
 Hargittai points out that Teller made some of his lasting contributions to science [End Page 263] in chemistry. He blames Teller's decision to go to Germany in 1926 on the hostile environment in Hungary: "Teller left an anti-Semitic and fascist Hungary." This explanation is unconvincing. Political and economic consolidation in Hungary helped anti-Semitism to subside, and it did not surge again until after the Great Depression. Although Miklós Horthy's system in the mid- to late 1920s was authoritarian, it was a far cry from fascism. Moreover Teller, who felt a strong attachment to Hungary throughout his life, seems not to have personally experienced such prejudice. The members of his family who survived the Holocaust were deported to the countryside by the Communist authorities, who tried to recruit his sister in the hope of luring Teller into the Hungarian (and, by extension, Soviet) intelligence service.
 In Germany, Teller developed unreserved—and, as Hargittai shows, unreciprocated—admiration for his professor, Werner Heisenberg. Teller maintained that Heisenberg sabotaged Adolf Hitler's effort to build a nuclear bomb. Hargittai argues that Heisenberg and his colleagues worked to build nuclear weapons despite the Nazi leaders' lack of interest and that new evidence about Heisenberg's failed quest "renders Teller's claim meaningless." It might have been interesting to uncover the psychological roots of Teller's unreserved devotion to Heisenberg. Teller was oblivious to the rise of anti-Semitism in Germany. Neither did he hold against Heisenberg his continued service to Hitler's regime, although his collaboration was, as Hargittai shows, less blatant than that of other prominent scientists, some of whom were successful after the war despite their checkered past. Heisenberg was the one who introduced Teller to the international physics community, and Teller's social and intellectual debt to Germany was great.
 Hargittai...
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