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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			   
     Reviewed by:
 	 Chiang Yee: The Silent Traveller from the East: A Cultural Biography
 
	 Haiming Liu (bio)
 

 
 
 Chiang Yee: The Silent Traveller from the East: A Cultural Biography, by Da Zheng. New Brunswick, N.J.: Rutgers University Press, 2010. Xxx + 368 pp. $49.95 paper. ISBN 978-0-8135-4693-3.
 
   In Asian American cultural history, Chiang Yee deserves much more attention than he has been given. Da Zheng's biography has finally done him justice. This is an important book about an important person. Chiang was an immigrant, a poet, a travel writer, an artist, and a patriot in his own way to both his home and adopted country. Born in a traditional family, growing up in a chaotic China in the 1920s, having a family-arranged marriage, and graduating from a good Chinese university with a chemistry degree, Chiang seemed to become an artist by accident. When he left China for England in 1933, he meant to study government administration and return to his wife and children for a normal life after he completed his Western education. However, his travel was a one-way trip. His destination was to become a cultural ambassador of China to the West. In London, he worked hard on his English; focused on Chinese painting, calligraphy, and cultural traditions; and published more than twenty books in his career, and illustrated most of them. His Silent Traveller series turned out to be immensely popular. In 1955, he moved to the United States, and became a lecturer at Columbia University until 1977 and taught Chinese culture classes there. He was the first Chinese to deliver the Phi Beta Kappa oration at Harvard, in 1956, and was subsequently appointed as Emerson Fellow in Poetry at Harvard University in 1958. He became a naturalized citizen in 1966.
 Da Zheng's biography is more than a celebration of Chiang's artistic talent and literary accomplishments. This meticulous documentation of Chiang's life, art, poems, private letters, and travel writings explores and reveals cultural sensibilities of exiled educated Chinese in the 1920s and 1970s. When Chiang arrived in London at the age of thirty, he knew only a few English words, but in two years [End Page 129] he successfully published a book in English on Chinese art. Then more than a dozen of publications followed this success. Chiang's book on Chinese calligraphy is still considered by many scholars one of the best on this subject in the West.
 No doubt Chiang as a famous artist and worldwide traveler had an interesting personal life to be told. But this biography is not a tale of one person's success. Zheng has placed Chiang's life into a larger historical context. In Shanghai, for example, Chiang twice saw a sign on the entrance of a park proclaiming, "No Dogs or Chinese Allowed." It is a story of how war, imperialist invasion, government corruption, or political chaos in China pushed many talented Chinese youth overseas to look for new ideas, opportunities, and hope in the West. Once in the West, when being immersed in a new cultural and social environment, Chiang and many such educated youth discovered a deep love and compassion for China hidden in their heart. Their intellectual, artistic, and social engagement in the West thus became centered more and more toward home. As Zheng puts it, Chiang's "transcultural and transnational experiences were so extensive that reading the story of his life is like watching all of China change, transform, develop, and interact with the West. It is like setting out on a journey to revisit twentieth-century China and the history of modern Chinese in the world."
 The biography vividly informs us about Chiang's modest and cheerful personality, keen observation of Western society, and friendship with Chinese and Western intellectuals. Chiang's paintings and publications are charming and refreshing themselves, as Zheng's book relates. The volumes in his Silent Traveller series were fascinating illustrated books about cities like Oxford, London, Paris, Boston, New York, and San Francisco as seen through the eyes of a Chinese immigrant. Chiang's watercolors and pen-and-ink drawings were Chinese art about Western scenes. His talent and success were...
 
 
 
 
 
			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      
      
        
      

      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		

			
				
				Purchase/rental options available:
					 Buy Issue for $25 at JHUP


				
			


		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
               
      
  		
  		
  		  

  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	



    	
    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
							
			
				
					ISSN
				

				
					1096-8598
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Print ISSN
				

				
					1097-2129
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
            
			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					pp. 129-131
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2012-03-03
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
				
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											
	
	


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								
								
								

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				Accept
					
						
								
						
						
						

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	