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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			   
     Reviewed by:
 	 Complete Works
 
	 Adam Sutcliffe
 

 
 
 Spinoza . Complete Works. Translations by Samuel Shirley. Edited, with introduction and notes, by Michael L. Morgan. Indianapolis, Ind.: Hackett, 2002. Pp. xxiii + 967.
 
  Spinoza scholars have not been well served with translations. The most widely available translation of the Tractatus Theologico-Politicus (TTP) remains the quaintly Victorian rendition by R. H. M. Elwes, first published in 1883. The most accessible edition of the Ethics, although significantly revised by G. H. R. Parkinson in 1989, is based on the highly imperfect translation of Andrew Boyle, first published by Everyman's Classics in 1910. Both these versions were written before the appearance of the standard critical edition of Spinoza's works, edited by Carl Gebhardt (Spinoza, Opera: 4 vols., Heidelberg, 1924-26). The first volume of Edwin Curley's projected two-volume Collected Works of Spinoza, including Spinoza's early writings and letters as well as the Ethics, appeared from Princeton University Press in 1985. Curley's work is thorough, reliable, and lucid; but there remains no sign of the appearance of his promised second volume.
 Samuel Shirley's translation of the Ethics first appeared in 1982, and thus beat Curley to the distinction of being the first English version based ab initio on the Gebhardt edition. His translation of the TTP followed in 1989, and Hackett has over the course of the 1990s also published free-standing and admirable editions of his translations of the Principles of Cartesian Philosophy, the Treatise on the Emendation of the Intellect and Metaphysical Thoughts, the Political Treatise, and the Letters. In the volume under review these and other translations are brought together, finally providing us with a convenient and authoritative single-volume edition of Baruch Spinoza's complete works in English. This elegant volume has been produced to a very high standard, is easy to handle, affordably priced, and, most importantly, renders Spinoza accurately into clear and graceful English. It will undoubtedly become an indispensable tool for all serious readers of Spinoza.
 Shirley makes the wise choice of leaving key Spinozan terminology in the original Latin, without attempting a translation. Whereas Boyle/Parkinson translate natura naturans and natura naturata as "active nature" and "passive nature," Shirley leaves these terms unchanged, relying for their comprehension on Spinoza's own clear definition of them in part 1, proposition 29 of the Ethics (p. 234). He also handles Spinoza's at times [End Page 366] convoluted Latin with great intelligence, frequently breaking longer sentences into shorter and much clearer ones. This results in a far more readable translation than earlier efforts. For example, here is Elwes's translation of the first sentence of the TTP:
  Men would never be superstitious, if they could govern all their circumstances by set rules, of if they were always favoured by fortune; but being frequently driven into straits where rules are useless, and being often kept fluctuating pitiably between hope and fear by the uncertainty of fortune's greedily coveted favours, they are consequently, for the most part, very prone to credulity.
 
 Shirley, in contrast, divides this long sentence into two, and conveys Spinoza's ideas in contemporary English, structured in a contemporary and clear grammatical idiom:
  If men were able to exercise complete control over all their circumstances, or if continuous good fortune were always their lot, they would never be prey to superstition. But since they are often reduced to such straits as to be without any resource, and their immoderate greed for fortune's fickle favours often makes them the wretched victims of alternating hopes and fears, the result is that, for the most part, their credulity knows no bounds.
 (p. 388)
 
 This translation is, as is typical of Shirley's translations, slightly less compact than alternative versions that maximally shadow Spinoza's Latin. However, his more expansive approach conveys Spinoza's ideas with much greater lucidity, in an English that is fresh, fluent, and memorable. Shirley might stand accused by some of injecting into Spinoza's writings a stylistic flair that is largely absent from his somewhat dry Latin. However, Shirley's discreet flourishes of phrase and form clarify, rather than modify, Spinoza's meaning. He has provided us with translations that...
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