Catholic Emancipations: Irish Fiction from Thomas Moore to James Joyce (review)
		
		

		


    

    

    

		
		

		

		
		
			

			

			

			
			
		
		
		
		
		

				
		
		
		

		
		
		
	
	
		
  	
     
    [Skip to Content]
		
		
		
			
				
					
						
							[image: institution icon]

							Institutional Login

						

					

					
						
							[image: account icon]

							LOG IN

						

						
  						
    						[image: accessibility icon]
    						Accessibility
    				  
						

					

				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					
						
							[image: Project MUSE]
							[image: Project MUSE]							
						

					

									
						 
							
								Browse
							

							
								
									OR 
								

							

							
								
  								
  								
										
                    Search:
										
										
										
										
																				
                    
										

									

								
																											
								

							

						
				
					

				
					
						
	
		
			
			  menu
				
			

		

		
			Advanced Search
			Browse
			
				MyMUSE Account
				
					Log In / Sign Up
					Change My Account
					User Settings
					Access via Institution
					MyMUSE Library
					Search History
					View History
					Purchase History
					MyMUSE Alerts
					Individual Subscriptions
																
				

			
									
			
				Contact Support
			

		

	



		
 
					

				

			

			
			
			
		






    


	
		
	

    
    
    
        
    
    
		
			
	
				
					
						James Joyce Quarterly

					

				

				
					
						
							
								
								
								
								
							
							
							
							
							
							
							
								
								

							
							



						

					

				

		
		
			
	
		

    
    
    
    
    
    	
    		
    		
    		
    		
      
      
    		
    		
   			
   			
   			
   			
				
						
						
						[image: restricted access] Catholic Emancipations: Irish Fiction from Thomas Moore to James Joyce (review)
						
						
						

						
	
						
						
						  

						  Terence Killeen
						  
												
						
	James Joyce Quarterly
	
							The University of Tulsa
							
	
							
								
									Volume 46, Number 1, Fall 2008
								
							
						
	pp. 160-163
	10.1353/jjq.0.0114
	Review
	
						  
  						  	
    							  View Citation
							
	
    							  
    							    [image: Related Content]
                      Related Content
    							  
    							


							

						
	
							Additional Information
						


				

    		
    		

    		
    		
		
		
    		
    		
			

			
			
			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			   
     Reviewed by:
 	 Catholic Emancipations: Irish Fiction from Thomas Moore to James Joyce
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 Catholic Emancipations: Irish Fiction from Thomas Moore to James Joyce, by Emer Nolan. Syracuse: Syracuse University Press, 2007. xxii + 240 pp. $39.95 cloth; $19.95 paper.
 
  This work is a study of a particular strand in Irish fiction in the period from Thomas Moore to James Joyce: the fiction, in effect, of the newly emancipated and rising Catholic middle class. It is a segment that has received much less attention than the work of the Protestant, Anglo-Irish writers of the era. The author, however, stops well short of calling this body of work a "tradition," still shorter of claiming that Joyce belonged to it in any meaningful way.
 The term "Catholic" here is primarily a sociological marker, designating a particular class strand in a particular historical configuration. What is at issue in Emer Nolan's work is how the emergent Catholic middle-class consciousness perceived itself and its future in a "new Ireland," where it would indeed eventually achieve dominance. Central to this self-perception was the issue of violence and of this class's relation to it.
 As Nolan shows, at the very threshold of the exploration stands a text—Moore's Memoirs of Captain Rock1—which problematizes the possibility of an easy escape from the nightmare of history in the form of a violent past. Nolan also demonstrates, however, how Moore's work offers a way out from a cyclical pattern of recurrent violence but in a spirit that does not simply seek to repress the communal, the carnivalesque, or the instinctual. It should be mentioned here that this fascinating text, which mixes the serious and the satirical in its burlesque version of Irish history, is relevant both to the "Cyclops" episode of Ulysses and to much of Finnegans Wake. Showing a very different Moore from the writer of the Melodies,2 it has now been reissued, edited by Nolan herself, as noted below. [End Page 160]
 Any Joycean would be interested in Nolan's discussion of the Melodies, which meant so much to Joyce himself (he incorporated the titles of all of them into Finnegans Wake). Nolan shows how, in these poems, Moore "inaugurated a particular mode of aestheticizing Irish history that had an enormous impact on much of the prose fiction as well as on the poetry of nineteenth-century Ireland" (150-51)—and further, one might add, on early-twentieth-century Ireland, including the work of Joyce. But fiction was not Moore's specialty. When we come to novelists like Gerald Griffin, John and Michael Banim, and William Carleton,3 we confront once again the formal problem that bedeviled Irish fiction of this period: the Irish subject matter with which these writers dealt would just not accommodate itself to the norms of "classical" English fiction. Nor did they escape quite so easily, or with such confidence, into the Gothic as did their Protestant contemporaries.
 In her chapter "The Pope's Green Island: Irish Fiction at the Fin de Siècle," Nolan shows how later Catholic novelists, who could in many ways perceive the shape of things to come, began to count the cost of the coming hegemony. There was a new emphasis, in the work of George Moore and Emily Lawless,4 on the fate of the individual, often a woman, confronting dominant social norms. With this motif, of course, we come very close to Joyce, and Nolan argues cogently that George Moore's The Lake (much disparaged by Joyce himself—SL 81, 99, 101, 102, 106) does offer a different and more complex model of individual emancipation and its implications than that provided by Stephen Dedalus.5
 When it comes to Joyce, Nolan is concerned, as she was in her previous work on this author,6 to deconstruct the notion that Joyce is simply "the prophet of a transnational or cosmopolitan modernity" in Ireland and that contemporary Ireland may represent "the fulfilment of all his dreams for the country" (154). She stresses the continuities between Joyce and his nineteenth-century background, not merely in the familiar tropes of paralysis and defeat but also in the survival...
 
 
 
 
			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      
      
        [image: pdf]
      

      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
               
      
  		
  		
  		  

  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	



    	
    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
							
			
				
					ISSN
				

				
					1938-6036
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Print ISSN
				

				
					0021-4183
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
            
			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					pp. 160-163
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2009-11-21
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
				
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	