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  Likud and the Christian Dispensationalists: A Symbiotic Relationship 
  Colin Shindler 
  Politics 
 
  The Americanization of Israeli Politics in the 1990s 
 [image: IMAGE LINK=]  Israel has, of course, changed dramatically since 1967. The publication of the 1999 report of the Human Development Index by the United Nations indicated that Israel occupied 32nd position of 174 countries surveyed, ahead of Hong Kong, Cyprus, Greece, Portugal, South Korea, and all the countries in Eastern Europe, Latin America and the Arab world. 1 This advance has been due, in part, to Israeli admiration for another immigrant society. Thus, Ehud Barak's suggestion to build a bridge from Beit Hanoun near Gaza to Dura near Hebron which would link Palestinian areas on the West Bank 2 was spawned from his appreciation of a similar construction in Miami. Some American immigrants to Israel, rather than building a new state and being built by it, conversely feel that they have been hotly pursued in their retreat from the worst influences of American mass culture. For them, the murder of Yitzhak Rabin marked the absolute zero of this process--the transformation of the Alt-neuland into a neu-altland.
 
  Have we lost our moral center? Is this the unspeakable reductio ad tragediam of Zionist dreaming, the descent to the basest level of all nations, the ultimate violent Americanization of Israel? 3 
 In the political arena, the administration of Binyamin Netanyahu (1996-1999) symbolically marked the apogee of the tendency to take the politics out of politics. Yet it was the advent of Clintonesque governance in the 1990s that seemingly terminated the primacy of ideological politics and staple items such as the party election manifesto and substituted instead the [End Page 153] adornment of the soothing sound bite and the utterances of the spin-doctor. As a means of returning to power after long periods of demonization by right-wing governments, social democratic and socialist movements in many different countries transformed themselves into catchall centrist liberals. Furthermore, there was cross-fertilization between these movements to graft on strategies that would "work" at home. No one could disagree with "Newness" (New Labor) or "Unity" (One Israel). Indeed, the willingness of so many diverse political parties to participate in Ehud Barak's government in the summer of 1999 was viewed as "the end of the great ideologies." 4
 This was the final triumph of American style neo-pragmatism over the purveyors of ideology--running the system intelligently instead of changing it. This coincided with a period of political transition and personal uncertainty--"when even our anxieties have been privatized" 5 --thus such packaging was both attractive and psychologically comforting. Haim Ramon's utilization of public relations consultants, billboards, and the use of the double-edged haim hadashim [new Haim/new life] slogan therefore appealed to a post-ideological electorate in Israel such that he easily won the Histadrut leadership in 1995. If Israelis embraced the new politics from America where public relations was supreme, it was undoubtedly Binyamin Netanyahu who astutely read the runes in the early 1980s and effectively changed the rules of the game in Israel.
 As the first designer politician in Israel, he was acclaimed as "the Abba Eban of the CNN era." 6 Although Netanyahu was favored by Moshe Arens and was a scion of the "fighting family" of the Irgun Zvai Leumi, he came of political age when a neo-conservative administration influenced by the Christian Right was in power in the United States. This combined a clear ideological stand with a mastery of the means of transmitting that position in simple terms in an age of electronic communications.
 Unlike Begin, Shamir, and the Betar generation, Netanyahu understood that he would not win friends by dwelling on Israel's right to settle Judea, Samaria, and Gaza. Thus, in 1983, he made a rare reference to Jordan as "eastern Palestine." 7 But such Jabotinskyian sentiments had disappeared by 1994 when he attended the ceremony in the Arava to sign the Israel-Jordan peace accord. While he did not seemingly abandon traditional Revisionist Zionist...
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