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   In October 1775 Mary Holland, a widow of Tuckey's Quay, Dublin, was summoned on behalf of the London consistory court to make a deposition about an event that she had witnessed nearly a decade earlier. This was a clandestine wedding, an irregular union that was to have immediate repercussions in English law, and broader implications in the long term for the history of marriage. Mary recalled that on the evening of 19 August 1766 she was transported to the suburbs of the town so that she could act as witness to the marriage of sixteen-year-old Dorothea Maunsell, daughter of a powerful Dublin attorney, to a famous Italian opera singer, Giusto Ferdinando Tenducci.1 Though advanced in years, Mrs Holland, who was formerly Tenducci's landlady, recalled the events in detail. She told how the bride and groom had travelled across town in sedan chairs, attended by Tenducci's manservants. When the party arrived at a certain private house they were shown into a room, where 'an elderly infirm man lay in or near a bed'.2 Mary Holland said that she had understood this man to be a Catholic priest by the name of Patrick Egan, and that he proceeded to mutter a ceremony 'not known or understood' by her. Mary believed the language to have been Latin, as 'was the usual matrimonial ceremony of the Romish church'. Once the priest had finished his incantations, the groom paid him and the ceremony was over.3
 Even at the time, Mary Holland confessed, she knew that the marriage she had witnessed was suspicious, given the minority of the bride, the lack of parental consent, and the fact that it was conducted at night by a Catholic priest of dubious credentials. But the most pressing objection was that Giusto Tenducci was well-known to be a castrato, a castrated man, who was therefore presumed to have been incapable of consummating the marriage. The bride's father and her extended family were enraged when they discovered what had happened. To them, Dorothea's secret wedding to a castrato was only ever a 'pretended ceremony of marriage', in spite of the fact that it was consensual, and that the couple cohabited for several years afterwards, sharing bed and board.4 [End Page 27]
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  Fig. 1.
 Anon., Justus Ferdinand Tenducci, Count Palatine and Knight of the Noble and Ancient Order of St. John (c.1780). Mezzotint (353 x 252mm). Like Farinelli, the greatest castrato of the eighteenth century, Tenducci was honoured with a title in his native Italy for his musical achievements, an event commemorated in this reworking of an earlier portrait copied in 1770 by engraver John Finlayson for mass circulation among his fans.
 
 
 
 [End Page 28]
 The history of 'pretended marriages' resonates with current debates in Western societies over the legal status of same-sex unions.5 These debates raise significant historical questions about the nature of marriage itself as an institution regulated in pre-modern times by canon law, and in modern contexts by civil statutes governing its constitution and regulation.6 Decades of feminist scholarship have exposed the patriarchal underpinnings of marriage in history, arguing that male control of women's sexuality and labour have been prime motivations in the promotion of marriage as a fundamental 'building block' of society.7 In the past thirty years, gay and lesbian historiographies have also challenged the hegemonic status of heterosexual marriage by uncovering instances of unions that would have been regarded, and in some quarters are still regarded today, as 'pretend marriages'. Diverse histories have now been written, for example, of same-sex unions in the early church, male friendship and lifelong partnerships, church ceremonies that united female couples, and the nuptials performed between men in London's eighteenth-century molly houses.8 But the study of pre-modern sexualities, of which the relationship between individual subjectivity and societal prescription via structural regulatory institutions such as Christian marriage is an important dimension, has been problematized by an enduring lack of sources and by difficulties...
 
 
 
 
 
			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      
      
        [image: pdf]
      

      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		

			
				
				Purchase/rental options available:
					Buy Digital
							Article for $39.00 (USD)


				
			


		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
               
      
  		
  		
  		  

  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	



    	
    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
							
			
				
					ISSN
				

				
					1477-4569
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Print ISSN
				

				
					1363-3554
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
            
			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					pp. 27-50
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2012-10-11
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
				
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	