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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			   
     Reviewed by:
 	 Guide to Texas Grasses by Robert B. Shaw
 
	 Barry Irving
 

 
 
 Guide to Texas Grasses. By Robert B. Shaw. Photographs by Paul Montgomery and Robert B. Shaw. College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 2012. xi + 1080 pp. Photographs, illustrations, maps, tables, glossary, references, index. $45.00 paper.
 
  Botanical treatises represent a lifetime of work; Guide to Texas Grasses illustrates this simple statement. Robert Shaw’s latest addition to the descriptive taxonomy of Texas grasses, crafted with a mixture of line drawings and photographs, leads students through the complexities of grass identification. With its general discussion of “why grasses” and proceeding to descriptions of grass morphology and the ecophysiology of Texas that determines what grasses grow where and why, the volume will be an important addition to the bookshelves of amateur botanists, seasoned rangeland professionals, [End Page 108] and tenured taxonomists; it contains information pertinent and usable to a wide range of people interested in grasses.
 Guide to Texas Grasses is a mix of general and specific information on the ecology, taxonomy, and identification of grasses. Chapter 1 offers a general discussion of why grasses are important to human civilization and includes factual tidbits on the economic value of Texas grasses as well as amusing anecdotes that stimulate the reader’s interest (popcorn is an exploded endosperm). “The Grass Plant,” chapter 2, is a concise yet complete description of grass morphology that any university or college course in grass taxonomy or identification would find useful. Written descriptions are augmented with line drawings illustrating the simple yet tremendously variable morphological structures that define grasses. Information more specific to Texas—its geology, geography, and climatic zones that determine the expression of vegetation across the landscape—is the focus of chapter 3. Although naming in this section is somewhat local in context (Llano Uplift, Trans-Pecos), information is still general enough for a student from the northern Great Plains to learn about ecoregion classification in land use planning. Descriptions of Texas ecoregions, which span the continuum between coastal prairies and marshes to dry mountains, will be useful to a broad range of teachers and students from within and outside the state.
 Taxonomy is always an evolving story, and Robert Shaw gives a brief explanation of his views on grass nomenclature in chapter 4. The bulk of the book, almost 1,000 pages, is taken up with detailed keys and species descriptions (chapter 5). The keys are complicated for a Canadian accustomed to the number and representation of grass tribes, genera, and species being a magnitude lower, although they do follow common terminology and convention used in almost all grass taxonomy. The final section’s strength is clearly in its abundance of line drawings and illustrations, which show detailed morphology of each of 668 Texas grass species; line drawings are also used extensively in the key to demonstrate differences at each step in the keying process. Although brief, each species description gives adequate information on distribution, habitat, and ecological and biological value useful to a variety of readers.
 The value of a book can be measured by the breadth and diversity of the audience that finds it informative. Robert Shaw has included something for almost everyone in his Guide to Texas Grasses. Ecologists and taxonomists, biologists and agriculturalists, and lumpers and splitters will find material to help and intrigue them in their understanding of grasses. And, as Shaw astutely points out, as go the grasses, so goes human society. [End Page 109]
   Barry Irving
 Department of Agricultural,
 Food, and Nutritional Science
 University of Alberta
 
 
 
  
 
  Copyright © 2014 Center for Great Plains Studies
 
 
 
 
 ... 
			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      
      
        [image: pdf]
      

      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		

			
				
				Purchase/rental options available:
					Buy Complete Digital Issue for $33.00 (USD)


				
			


		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
               
      
  		
  		
  		  

  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	



    	
    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
							
			
				
					ISSN
				

				
					2334-2463
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Print ISSN
				

				
					1052-5165
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
            
			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					pp. 108-109
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2014-03-31
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
				
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	