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     	 German Ecocriticism and the Environmental Humanities
 
	 Sabine Wilke
 

 
 
 Ecocritical Theory. New European Approaches. Edited by Axel Goodbody and Kate Rigby. Charlottesville and London: University of Virginia Press, 2011. Pp. vii + 322. Paper $35.00. ISBN 978-0813931487.
 Nach der Natur. Das Artensterben und die moderne Kultur. By Ursula K. Heise. Frankfurt am Main: Suhrkamp, 2010. Pp. 190. Paper €12.00. ISBN 978-3518260340.
 Image Politics of Climate Change. Visualizations, Imaginations, Documentations. Edited by Birgit Schneider and Thomas Nocke. Bielefeld: transcript, 2014. Pp. 388. Paper €39.99. ISBN 978-3837626100.
 The Ecological Voice in Recent German-Swiss Prose. By Andrew Liston. Oxford: Peter Lang, 2011. Pp. vi + 242. Paper €42.80. ISBN 978-3034302180.
 Tiere Bilder Ökonomien. Aktuelle Forschungsfragen der Human-Animal Studies. By the Chimaira Arbeitskreis für Human-Animal Studies. Bielefeld: transcript, 2013. Pp. 321. Paper €26.99. ISBN 978-3837625578.
 Whiteout: Schneefälle und Weißeinbrüche in der Literatur ab 1800. By Sabine Frost. Bielefeld: transcript, 2011. Pp. 332. Paper €33.99. ISBN 978-3837618846.
 
   The environmental dimension of culture is the core concern of the environmental humanities, i.e., the study of nature and the human relationship to nature as expressed in literature, culture, and the arts. This review essay articulates the specific connection between the environmental humanities and the study of German culture in recent German ecocriticism, in order to stake out an exciting field of inquiry that is emerging as a strong alternative to both traditional philological scholarship and other interdisciplinary pursuits. One curious aspect of German ecocriticism is the fact that the disciplinary study of German literature and culture did not pay much attention to the discussions of environmental criticism in the 1990s, when the methodology of ecocriticism was born in English Departments across North American universities and the UK under the leadership of Lawrence Buell and Greg Garrard. Through the work of these active practitioners it quickly spread across the Anglophone academic world. In The Environmental Imagination: Thoreau, Nature Writing, and the Formation of [End Page 635] American Culture (1995) and the subsequent Writing for an Endangered World: Literature, Culture, and the Environment in the United States and Beyond (2001), Buell staked out the parameters of literary environmental studies fusing the appreciation of natural and constructed elements in an interdisciplinary mix of approaches that draw on the human as well as the natural sciences.1 Garrard published an introduction into ecocriticism in The New Critical Idiom series with Routledge in 2004 in which he mapped the field in terms of central tropes, genres, rhetorical strategies, and concepts with chapters on pollution, positions, the pastoral, wilderness, apocalypse, dwelling, animals, and Earth futures.2 This introduction is very helpful for grasping the principles of ecocriticism and understanding its wide appeal, even though it remains primarily preoccupied with British and North American literature. After pointing to the possibility of cross-fertilization between literary studies and environmental discourse in related disciplines such as history, philosophy, psychology, art history, and ethics, Garrard offers the following definition: “Ecocriticism is, then, an avowedly political mode of analysis, as the comparison with feminism and Marxism suggests. Ecocritics generally tie their cultural analyses explicitly to a ‘green’ moral and political agenda. In this respect, ecocriticism is closely related to environmentally oriented developments in philosophy and political theory. Developing the insights of earlier critical movements, ecofeminists, social ecologists and environmental justice advocates seek a synthesis of environmental and social concern” (3). While ecocriticism is a project within literary criticism that seeks to foreground the material, physical, and environmental aspects of literary texts, the environmental humanities have a broader agenda and transgress disciplinary scholarship. In many recent publications within literary studies the term “environmental humanities” is replacing “ecocriticism,” a development that I will outline in my essay.
 In the nineties, the field of German Studies was preoccupied with catching up in other important areas: colonial and postcolonial studies, queer and gender studies, the understanding of memory cultures (Gedächtniskulturen), globalization, transnationalism, postmodernism, pop culture, understanding the ramifications of unification and its legacies, etc. Meanwhile, the moment has come and ecocriticism and the environmental humanities are demanding entry into our field through a number of initiatives. Conference panels on green German Studies are being...
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