
		
  	
     
    [Skip to Content]
		
		
		
			
				
					
						
							[image: institution icon]

							Institutional Login

						

					

					
						
							[image: account icon]

							LOG IN

						

						
  						
    						[image: accessibility icon]
    						Accessibility
    				  
						

					

				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					
						
							[image: Project MUSE]
							[image: Project MUSE]							
						

					

									
						 
							
								Browse
							

							
								
									OR 
								

							

							
								
  								
  								
										
                    Search:
										
										
										
										
																				
                    
										

									

								
																											
								

							

						
				
					

				
					
						
	
		
			
			  menu
				
			

		

		
			Advanced Search
			Browse
			
				MyMUSE Account
				
					Log In / Sign Up
					Change My Account
					User Settings
					Access via Institution
					MyMUSE Library
					Search History
					View History
					Purchase History
					MyMUSE Alerts
					Individual Subscriptions
																
				

			
									
			
				Contact Support
			

		

	



		
 
					

				

			

			
			
			
		






    


	
		
	

    
    
    
        
    
    
		
			
	
				
					
						ELH

					

				

				
					
						
							
								
								
								
								
							
							
							
							
							
							
							
								
								

							
							



						

					

				

		
		
			
	
		

    
    
    
    
    
    	
    		
    		
    		
    		
      
      
    		
    		
   			
   			
   			
   			
				
						
						
						[image: restricted access] Envy Rising
						
						
						

						
	
						
						
						  

						  Frances Ferguson
						  
												
						
	ELH
	
							Johns Hopkins University Press
							
	
							
								
									Volume 69, Number 4, Winter 2002
								
							
						
	pp. 889-905
	10.1353/elh.2002.0033
	Article
	
						  
  						  	
    							  View Citation
							
	
    							  
    							    [image: Related Content]
                      Related Content
    							  
    							


							

						
	
							Additional Information
						


				

    		
    		

    		
    		
		
				
					
				  		Purchase/rental options available:
							[image: Purchase from JHUP] Buy Issue for $25 at JHUP


					
				


		
		
    		
    		
			

			
			
			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			    ELH 69.4 (2002) 889-905 

       
  [Access article in PDF]  Envy Rising 
  Frances Ferguson 
 
  When scholars canvas the history of the emotions, they are regularly able to produce convincing examples of a full range of emotions that is more or less equivalent to the spectrum that we recognize today. Yet even while we haven't altogether retired avarice, pride, and grief, the claim I want to explore revolves around the simple observation that the emotions have recently been conspicuously consolidated, so that two—envy and humiliation—have come to assume featured roles in the work of psychoanalysts, political scientists, and philosophers. Increasingly, they have been seen as the emotions that accompany democracy and identify the possibilities and the limits of political justice. As the emotions that register the injustices of social regard and the inequalities in the distribution of public endorsement of individuals, envy and humiliation are almost by definition the emotions that would interest political theorists who debate the advantages and disadvantages of democracy, because they are emotions that are resolutely extraindividual emotions.
 By talking about the extraindividual quality of the emotions of envy and humiliation, I don't mean to suggest that there is no individual aspect to them. Nor do I mean to say that some persons will be not be more susceptible to these emotions than others, and that this susceptibility will come to be so bound up with everything that we think of as their characters that we virtually identify their characters as individuals with their capacity for having such feelings. We retain personification not by having persons represent avarice on a stage but by thinking of John or Jane as envious. Indeed, the interesting feature of the emotions of envy and humiliation is that they are detached from objects that would enable us to explain them if we couldn't point to individuals who obviously felt them. Envy and humiliation, by contrast with gluttony or avarice or lust, do not have objects that are in any way independent of a social relation. In that, perhaps surprisingly, envy and humiliation are similar to the aesthetic judgment as Hume described it, in that the explanations of the emotions tend to center less on the availability of an objective description that everyone will recognize than on the sense that there [End Page 889] are some people who have a kind of expertise in making their objects—be they paintings or enviable persons—seem particularly available. As the tasteful or the envious, they are walking embodiments of the deviation from an otherwise unarticulated norm. Thus, while we might suggest a new dietary regimen for the glutton or send a miser to a financial planner, it is difficult to establish a standard by which we might gauge what we thought of as a proper degree of envy or humiliation. (The person who could observe an acquaintance win the lottery without experiencing a pang would, on the basis of such insensibility, probably strike us all as remarkably generous; the person who never felt humiliated would have to be either a saint or a monster because they would be, properly speaking, incorrigible. But past such extreme examples, it is difficult to give advice.)
 Indeed, it is because envy centers less on objects than on the nature of social relationship in general that it has seemed to present a particular challenge for modern governmental regimes. Thus, Helmut Schoeck advances a two-pronged view—that societies will be able to achieve the greatest progress by proceeding as if envy were not a consideration, and that societies err when they attempt to achieve equality by appeasing envy. He affirms that "the more both private individuals and the custodians of political power in a given society are able to act as though there were no such thing as envy, the greater will be the rate of economic growth and the number of innovations in general," and laments that "many well-meant proposals for the 'good society' or the completely 'just society' are doomed because they are based on the false premise that this must be a society in which there is nothing left for anyone to envy." Because...
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