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  As scholarship in the field of seventeenth-century American literature moved beyond a primary focus on the intellectual legacy of orthodox ministers to devote more exploration to internal rifts and marginal voices, the Antinomian controversy of 1636-38 was quickly established as the dominant example of New England religious dissent and its central figure, Anne Hutchinson, came to symbolize the possibilities for women's religious expression and resistance. Even as the field continues to diversify, Hutchinson remains a touchstone for discussions of gender in the period, and she has continued to stand as the period's representative exponent of religious dissent. As befits the centrality of the Antinomian controversy within early American literary scholarship, the frameworks that have been brought to bear upon it have ranged widely: compelling studies have addressed Hutchinson as protofeminist and gender transgressor, as one who used language differently, as a religious thinker whose theology had radical social implications, and as the symbol of a new and threatening economic order.1 Beyond interpreting Hutchinson's effect on the religious and social tensions that informed 1630s Massachusetts, scholars have traced the lasting resonance of her image within the entire tradition of American literature and culture.2 Banished and excommunicated in her own time, Hutchinson has been academically institutionalized in ours. And the vast majority of studies of Hutchinson approach her as a self-contained figure: she is the exceptional woman, and she stands alone.
 But this focus on Anne Hutchinson is not without problems, particularly from a feminist perspective. If our commitment to Hutchinson's importance is based in her outspokenness and the difference scholars find in her theology, selfhood, and language, the crux of the Antinomian texts surely comes at the point in her examination before the General Court where she breaks from her cagey elusiveness under questioning and, for once initiating rather than responding to discourse, speaks freely of the [End Page 1] spiritual experiences that have brought her to her present point. This is, of course, precisely the outburst upon which the General Court seizes on her fatal claim of revelation to banish her.3 Backing into equivocation in her later church trial, and her voice absent from the record after she leaves the colony, nearly the only contemporary accounts of Hutchinson's life remain those from orthodox sources. This outcome aside, many scholars and teachers find in her a positive image of resistance and female difference within the Puritan tradition; were this not the case, she would not be the subject of as much interest as she is. But what feminist scholars have made of Hutchinson may be evidence as much of our need for the past she represents as of the adequacy of materials and narrative the Antinomian crisis provides. If we imagine this history as a fiction (as for a modern reader the title of John Winthrop's account, A Short Story of the rise, reigne, and ruine of the Antinomians, Familists, and Libertines, already casts it), we encounter, after all, a version of the classic tale of a female fall, in which we watch a woman pay the representational price for succumbing to the seductions of public speech and interpretive authority.
 It is in no way my purpose here to argue against Hutchinson's significance. I would like, however, to unsettle our apparent attachment to her as the figure to which we grant a near-exclusive place in the narrative we have constructed around women and dissent in seventeenth-century America. For this story is not the only one available to consider. Leaving aside for now the wide range of unruly women whose more and less well-documented cases we might consider,4 the fact is that the larger narrative of Antinomian women's dissent has a clearly defined and compelling second chapter: the story of Hutchinson's friend Mary Dyer, her transformation from silenced object to speaking subject, from Antinomian monster to Quaker martyr. It is a story that, while far from unknown, has received strangely little attention from early Americanists, despite the rich textual resources that surround it.5 In one sense, to focus individually on...
 
 
 
 
			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      
      
        [image: pdf]
      

      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		

			
				
				Purchase/rental options available:
					[image: Rent from DeepDyve] Rent from
							DeepDyve
	Buy Digital
							Article for $12.00 (USD)
	Buy Complete Digital Issue for $26.00 (USD)


				
			


		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
               
      
  		
  		
  		  

  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	



    	
    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
							
			
				
					ISSN
				

				
					1534-147X
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Print ISSN
				

				
					0012-8163
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
            
			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					pp. 1-30
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2001-03-01
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
				
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	