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   Introduction
 If I were asked to single out the most significant and radical distinction between English and Chinese poetry, I would say that it is the dominance of mimesis in one tradition and that of xing in the other. By mimesis, I do not mean any particular strain of mimesis as developed in the West, nor any narrow definitions of aesthetic representation associated with the term. Instead, I am referring to a mode of conceptualizing reality in terms of a hierarchical way of thinking with its distinct anthropocentric privileging of human beings over external nature, a concept which is deeply rooted in Western metaphysical thinking. In English poetry, one way of tracing this mimetic mode of thinking is through the metaphorical relationship between "tenor" and "vehicle."1
 Xing (lit., evocation), is not merely a poetic device to evoke feeling in the poem through reference to external reality in Chinese poetry. Rather, in its extended dimension, xing represents a lyrical energy that informs Chinese poetry predicated on a cultural orientation in which everything in reality, including human beings, is perceived holistically and as organically integrated. This view of reality constitutes the very premise of the lyrical relationship between "feeling"[qing] and "scene" [jing] in Chinese poetry, the counterpart to the "tenor" and "vehicle" relationship in Western metaphor. Briefly, "feeling" is a collective term referring to the whole range of abstract and elusive human sentiments expressed in a poem. "Scene," equally a collective term, refers to the physical context of a poem, including [End Page 326] all the sounds and sights of external reality. These are primarily of nature, but "scene" can be broader than that. This relationship between "feeling" and "scene" is at the very core of Chinese poetry.2 Any thorough and comprehensive understanding of the significant distinctions between English and Chinese poetry at the level of their lyrical expression must be approached from these two distinct modes of viewing reality as implied in the notions of mimesis and xing, respectively. The purpose of this paper is to compare these two notions from the perspective of their views of reality in order to see how each impacts the lyrical relationship found in English and in Chinese poetry.
 Inherent in this comparison involving two such diverse traditions is the hope of broadening our perspective by putting these two modes of thinking into a new context of simultaneity and equality. In this new context, neither mode has the total say on how reality is to be conceptualized or perceived; each represents a view that is legitimately assumed in its own literature and culture. What is to be gained in this enlarged perspective through comparison? Not only will the local have to give way to the more universal, and the momentary and trendy to the more constant, but more pertinently, the assumptions in either tradition will be reflected and seen in a new light. In the end, we are enabled to understand better a relatively unfamiliar culture and, even more significantly, we gain a new understanding of certain aspects of our own tradition which we have all along taken for granted. In looking at the mimetic and the xing modes of viewing reality from this broadened stance, we are not dictated by any imperialism or imperialisms in current critical traditions, but have our eyes fixed on that which truly defines the two poetic traditions in relation to each other. The paper will be divided into two parts. Part I describes the characteristics of the mimetic and xing modes of viewing reality by a brief survey of their historical and metaphysical backgrounds. More space will be give to the xing mode because it is less familiar to Western readers. Part II links the characteristics so defined to the metaphorical "tenor-vehicle" relationship in English poetry and to the "scene-feeling" relationship in Chinese poetry.
 
  Part I: Describing the mimetic and the xing modes of viewing reality
 The central issues to be considered in comparing the mimetic and the xing modes of viewing reality are twofold: what is the notion of reality as defined in each mode; and...
 
 
 
 
 
			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      
      
        [image: pdf]
      

      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		

			
				
				Purchase/rental options available:
					[image: Rent from DeepDyve] Rent from
							DeepDyve
	Buy Digital
							Article for $19.00 (USD)
	Buy Complete Digital Issue for $26.00 (USD)


				
			


		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
               
      
  		
  		
  		  

  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	



    	
    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
							
			
				
					ISSN
				

				
					1528-4212
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Print ISSN
				

				
					0010-4132
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
            
			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					pp. 326-354
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2007-01-25
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
				
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	