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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			   
     Reviewed by:
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 What This Cruel War Was Over: Soldiers, Slavery, and the Civil War. By Chandra Manning. (New York: Knopf, 2007. Pp. 350. Cloth, $26.95; paper, $15.95.)
 
  Chandra Manning wanted to discuss “what ordinary soldiers thought about the relationship between slavery and the Civil War” and set out to do so by conducting extensive research at dozens of archival agencies (4). She compares Union and Confederate soldiers, attempts to find out how and when their views about slavery changed, and includes the thoughts of black soldiers as well. Manning avoided using postwar memoirs and attempted an “approximate cross section” of soldiers (8). She wound up studying 657 Union soldiers and 477 Confederate soldiers. In the end, she forthrightly asserts that slavery was the most important element in soldiers’ thinking about the war, on both sides of the battle line. As she puts it, her study “rescues slavery from the periphery of soldiers’ mental worlds, where subsequent generations have tried to relegate it, and returns slavery to its rightful place at the center of soldiers’ views of the struggle” (11).
 There is every reason to applaud Manning in her effort to highlight slavery as an important theme in the Civil War, as far as ordinary soldiers were concerned. Previous historians have noted this over the past twenty years, but as one of many themes that were important in making up the worldview of Civil War combatants. Manning’s contribution to the literature is to place slavery in the center of that worldview. She casts her net widely, discussing a range of topics in order to set a wide background for her study. In fact, the background is so wide that she tends to loosen her focus on the central theme, but she manages to weave commentary from her impressive primary research into this fabric to bring the reader back to target.
 Most historians who have written on the Civil War soldier’s worldview would agree with Manning’s argument; lay readers often have difficulty, however, accepting slavery as an important motive for either side to fight. In that sense, it is well that her book is published by a major commercial press and that hers is a writing style that makes it accessible to a wide audience. It will undoubtedly receive large sales and wide readership, although one wonders if diehard Confederate patriots in the South will ever touch it.
 The problem with such an aggressive positioning of slavery at the core of issues involved in the Civil War is that it shortchanges the views of those soldiers who did not see it as such, and, frankly, the overwhelming majority of men who wore the blue and the gray did not leave behind any letters or [End Page 386] diary entries that would support Manning’s thesis. This is why a study that recognizes a multiplicity of issues as important to soldiers is more satisfying, for few things are more difficult to conjure than the world view of one, much less millions, of men. There is no doubt, in my mind, that slavery was the central issue of the sectional controversy and the Civil War that resulted from it, but it was not viewed that way by everyone involved in the war, and Manning does not adequately deal with this problem. Perhaps it is not amenable to solution anyway.
 Without being too much of a curmudgeon, I admit to having come away from this book with a renewed respect for academic publishers. Commercial presses too often personalize the author’s approach to their craft, display jacket blurbs that present an inflated assessment of the book’s significance, and encourage the author to save space by cutting bibliographies. For example, Manning mentions the work of previous historians who have written about the Civil War soldier, but does not reference their books in her bibliography. Moreover, Knopf editors mistakenly identify Federal soldiers as Confederates in two photos they used as illustrations, one of them on the front of the paperback edition of the book (published by Vintage in 2008).
 Despite these quibbles, Manning’s well-written...
 
 
 
 
			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      
      
        [image: pdf]
      

      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
               
      
  		
  		
  		  

  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	



    	
    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
							
			
				
					ISSN
				

				
					1533-6271
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Print ISSN
				

				
					0009-8078
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
            
			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					pp. 386-387
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2009-08-22
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
				
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	