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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  CAPTIVE BLACK UNION SOLDIERS IN CHARLESTON—WHAT TO DO? Howard C. Westwood "Thirteen prisoners Fifty-fourth Massachusetts, black. What shall I do with them?" That message, hastily penned by Confederate General Johnson Hagood on the night of July 16, 1863, near the beginning of the Union attack on Fort Wagner, also noted that two of the blacks were "refugee" slaves, the rest free.1 The general's question posed a conundrum. The Confederacy had been struggling with it for months and would continue to struggle with it until the war was dwindling to an end. By mid-1863, the Union, after long hesitation, was taking blacks into its army by the thousands. Inevitably some had become Confederate captives. In time there were many more. Some had been slaves in the state where captured. Some had been slaves in another of the Confederate states. Some had been slaves in a Union slave state. Some had been free, residents of a Union state or even of the Confederacy (notably Louisiana). Many blacks had donned the Union uniform voluntarily; but not a few, especially among slaves of Confederate states, had been forced into the army, either by formal conscription or by irregular means. Nearly all would be in the ranks, and eventually some would be commissioned. Captive, too, would be some of their white officers. Finally, among captives there would be officers and men of white units operating in conjunction with black units. The law of every Confederate statemade slave insurrection or aiding such insurrection a crime; and, as viewed by the Confederates, slaves in arms as Union soldiers were engaged in insurrection. The conundrum: were all these captives regular prisoners of war or were they all common criminals; or were some the former and some the I am most indebted to a numbernians for generous help in giving me information and leads, notably Willia1 of the S.C. Department of Archives and History, N. Louise Bailey of the s rlouse of Representatives Committee on Historical Research, David Moltke-riansen u· »ie South Carolina Historical Society, Armand Derfner of the Charleston bar, and Rebecca Meriwether of Columbia. 1 Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, ser. 2, 6:123; Papers of F. W. Pickens and M. L. Bonham, Library ofCongress, 3:519. Hereafter, citation to theORA will be to series 2 except where otherwise indicated, and citation to the Pickens/Bonham Papers will be to volume 3. Civil War History, Vol. XXVIII, No. 1 Copyright©1982by TheKent State University Press 0009-8078/82/2801-0002 $01.00/0 BLACK UNION CAPTIVES29 latter? Or were some captives something in between, in some new, unprecedented status? Or were some simply to be slain, without ceremony? Confederate statesmen, politicians, military commanders, judges, lawyers, and ordinary soldiers and civilians were to face this puzzle. Nowhere in the Confederacy was it posed more starkly than in Charleston. For, from late 1862 until almost the end of the war, in Charleston and its near regions there was repeated conflict with Union forces that included slaves of the local citizenry and, by 1863, slaves from elsewhere as well as free blacks. General Hagood's query, after receipt at district headquarters, was forwarded at once to General Beauregard, commander of the Department of South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, headquartered in Charleston. With it went word that the captive blacks had been ordered to the city under a strong guard and "without their uniforms."2 On the next day, July 17, the department sent a copy of Hagood's note to South Carolina Governor M. L. Bonham. At the same time, Beauregard informed Richmond that he had black prisoners from the Union forces, several of whom "claim to be free, from Massachusetts." He asked, "Shall they be turned over to State authorities with the other negroes?"3 It reflected the confusion in the Confederacy at that time—the time of Chancellorsville, Gettysburg, Vicksburg, and Port Hudson—that neither General Beauregard nor Governor Bonham yet knew that on May 1, 1863, President Davis had approved a joint resolution of the Confederate Congress that, as we shall see, answered Beauregard's question. The general and governor both thought that President Davis's proclamation... 
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