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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			   
     Reviewed by:
 	 Chinese Women in the Imperial Past: New Perspectives
 
	 Paul S. Ropp (bio)
 

 
 
 Harriet T. Zurndorfer , editor. Chinese Women in the Imperial Past: New Perspectives. Sinica Leidensia, vol. 44. Leiden, New York, and Cologne: E. J. Brill, 1999. xii, 405 pp. Hardcover $110.00, ISBN 90-04-11065-8.
 
  This substantial collection of essays on various aspects of women and gender relations in China from the Song to the Qing periods grew out of a workshop, "New Directions in the Study of Chinese Women, 1000-1800," held at Leiden University in 1996. It is edited by Harriet Zurndorfer, who also edits the new Leiden-based journal Nan Nü: Men, Women, and Gender in Early and Imperial China. The journal was, in a real sense, one of the other offspring of this 1996 workshop. As Zurndorfer notes in her preface, the intention of this volume is to bring together the fruits of recent scholarship across the globe on women and gender relations in China. The global reach of the volume is one of its noteworthy features, as it includes contributions by scholars from Australia, the Netherlands, Hong Kong, Italy, Taiwan, and the United States.
 The first essay in the collection is an excellent survey and something of a cautionary tale by Wilt Idema, "Male Fantasies and Female Realities: Chu Shu-chen and Chang Yü-niang and Their Biographers." By analyzing the two collections of poetry by these famous Song-dynasty women authors, and subsequent biographies about them, Idema demonstrates how much of the surviving materials on these women reflect male concerns, especially about female chastity and loyalty to men.
 Duanchang ji (A broken heart), is a famous collection of poems and song lyrics by Zhu Shuzhen, apparently compiled by a male scholar, Wei Zhonggong, with a preface dated 1182. Wei claims to have heard many of Zhu's poems, suggesting to Idema the importance of an oral tradition in the creation of this collection. Idema finds the collection reminiscent of the poems attributed to the Tang monk Hanshan, in that both collections contain precious little biographical information on the "author," and the poems themselves are sufficiently diverse to suggest multiple authorship. "Perhaps it is safer to read the poems in Duanchang ji1 not so much as the product of a single, specific individual, but rather as a reflection of twelfth-century male conceptions of what typical effusions from the inner quarters should be like" (p. 24). The real appeal of Zhu Shuzhen, and the reason for the survival of poems attributed to her, Idema suggests, was that she symbolized loyalty and its importance for Southern Song male literati.
 Jiang Yuniang's collection of poems and lyrics, Lan xue ji (Orchid and snow) first appeared in the late thirteenth century. It contains little information about her life, although later biographers claimed that she starved herself to death to follow her fiancé, a student named Shen, after his untimely death, and that her two servants and pet parrot (!) were so moved by her own loyalty that they in [End Page 41] turn followed her in death. Idema traces the development of Jiang Yuniang's story into the Ming and Qing periods, as each succeeding century seems to supply more details about her shining example of chastity and loyalty.
 Idema's conclusions are quite skeptical, noting that in both of these cases of famous women poets,
  [O]ur earliest sources already reflect local legends. And while popular tradition may turn the female poet into an object of veneration and even adoration, elite male discourse will try to fashion her into the very embodiment of chastity, an example of loyalty to men. Each new statement in this ongoing debate is both a reaction to earlier texts about the poet and a reaction to contemporary societal issues the poet is made to serve. As information is copied and recopied, "authoritative" works turn misunderstandings and fictions into fact. Modern scholarship on women motivated by its own agenda, still, too often, allows itself to be victimized by the fantasies of dead males.
 (p. 48)
 
 Christian de Pee's essay, "The Ritual and Sexual Bodies of the Groom and Bride in Ritual Manuals of the Sung Dynasty...
 
 
 
 
			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      
      
        [image: pdf]
      

      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		

			
				
				Purchase/rental options available:
					[image: Rent from DeepDyve] Rent from
							DeepDyve
	Buy Digital
							Article for $12.00 (USD)
	Buy Complete Digital Issue for $29.00 (USD)


				
			


		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
               
      
  		
  		
  		  

  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	



    	
    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
							
			
				
					ISSN
				

				
					2996-8593
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Print ISSN
				

				
					1069-5834
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
            
			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					pp. 41-51
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2003-09-26
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
				
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	