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 Over the Rainbow: Queer Children’s and Young Adult Literature. Edited by Michelle Ann Abate and Kenneth Kidd. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2011.
 
  The existence of this book is evidence of the important work that the term “queer” is doing in the academy today, though the editors admit that there are rumors of its demise. I believe Abate and Kidd are right to assert the significance of LGBTQ work in the field of children’s and young adult literature at this moment. After all, how many times have we heard young adult literature pronounced dead, only to see a resurgence of titles bolstering the genre anew? This collection is not too late, but rather is arriving at a cultural moment when representations of gay, trans, and queer children are becoming increasingly frequent in mainstream media. While this newfound visibility might at first seem to be evidence of progress, we must remember that the politics of representation are perilous. More than ever, we need new critical tools and collaborative contexts to interpret these twenty-first-century representations of the child.
 Over the Rainbow provides one such context, bringing together essays from 1993 to the present about children’s and young adult literature. One of the most powerful is Tison Pugh’s essay about queer utopianism and antisociality in L. Frank Baum’s Oz series. Pugh explores the queer expressions of relationality in the series and, significantly, speaks to contemporary debates in the fields of both children’s literature and queer theory. If, as the editors hope, the conversation between the two is to go both ways, we know it is not enough to deploy queer theory to our own ends; we must engage the central questions of the field. Pugh’s essay does just that, not only wrestling with the revolutionary potential of books themselves, but also playing out what these seemingly opposing utopian and antisocial antidotes to a heteronormative world might look like when they are working together, as they do in the Oz series.
 Other notable essays in the collection include Eric L. Tribunella’s “Refusing the Queer Potential: John Knowles’s A Separate Peace” and Elizabeth A. Ford’s “H/Z: Why Lesléa Newman Makes Heather into Zoe,” both of which grapple with the profound social and cultural limitations on LGBTQ texts. Tribunella writes from the perspective of the secondary education classroom, arguing how teaching rationales of A Separate Peace have often taken a firmly homophobic stance despite their defense of the novel. Yet its status as a “queer classic” suggests the possibility for students [End Page 229] and teachers alike to read against the grain, to read the novel’s nostalgia as one of regret and loss rather than one of achievement and triumph. Engaging the limitations of this book—its conflict with queer potential—is one way for teachers and students to better understand the cultural production of normative desire.
 Ford’s essay, on the other hand, focuses on the writing and marketing of LGBTQ children’s books in her analysis of Newman’s Heather Has Two Mommies and the subsequently less radical Too Far Away to Touch, which is about an uncle with AIDS. Based on the marketing and reception of the two books, she unearths the troubling implication that “disease and death—even death caused by AIDS—are safer territory for authors of children’s fiction than the theme of lesbian love and commitment Newman explores in Heather” (207). Ford proposes that illustrator Diana Souza’s androgynous depictions of Heather are not only threatening to heterosexuality, but also to normative notions of femininity and childhood. On the other hand, the little girl Zoe in Too Far Away to Touch is illustrated by Catherine Stock as wearing pink and floral ensembles with matching hats, mufflers, socks, and shoes. In contrast to Heather, Zoe is strikingly static, often sitting like a decorative accessory and gazing thoughtfully at her environment. Ford connects the reversals in these two children’s books to the continued isolation of gay and lesbian people (in Heather lesbianism is too close to the child) and...
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