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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			   
     	 From the Guest Editors
 
	 Anne K. Phillips (bio) and Christine Doyle (bio)
 

 
 
 
  There is no doubt that the appearance in 1975 of Madeleine Stern's first collection of Alcott thrillers, including its title story Behind a Mask, rejuvenated Louisa May Alcott scholarship in America. Appearing as it did in the midst of the second wave of the twentieth-century American women's movement, and suggesting as it did a side of the author not immediately apparent in her children's works (at least, one not previously examined in detail by scholars), the publication of this and other Alcott "thrillers" drew renewed attention to her work. The popularity of the thrillers also led to republication of her long out-of-print adult novels, Moods and Work. Particularly insightful scholars like Elizabeth Keyser began to investigate the connections between her work for children and the newly-available work for adults. American popular culture jumped on the new Alcott bandwagon: previously unpublished novels A Long Fatal Love Chase and The Inheritance made her name current again (the former even put her, briefly, on the New York Times best-seller list); a new film version of Little Women opened on Christmas Day, 1994. While that particular frenzy has somewhat abated over the last decade, Louisa May Alcott continues to make news in both popular and scholarly circles. In 2005 alone, a musical version of Little Women, starring Maureen McGovern as Marmee, opened on Broadway and has been touring the country since fall; the American Literature Association has welcomed a new Louisa May Alcott Society (we are pleased to have its inaugural secretary, Mary Shelden, as one of our book reviewers for this volume); and sadly for all of us, Leona Rostenberg, who first announced the name "A. M. Barnard" to the world and thus, according to Wendell Jamieson of the New York Times, "forever altered Alcott scholarship" (3/24/05; B10), died on 17 March 2005 at age 96.
 Now, after a quarter-century of scholarship focused mostly on Louisa May Alcott's sensation fiction and other work for adults, this special volume of Children's Literature turns the critical lens back to her work for children to see what new insights, possibly including but desirably going beyond feminism, might be applied there. The articles, varia pieces, and even the first book review (which examines some new Alcott materials) clearly indicate that not only are Alcott studies still a viable field, they [End Page vii] also support and engender interdisciplinary and even multimedia approaches to the work for which she initially was known.
 Holly Blackford opens the volume with a detailed examination of material objects in Little Women. Applying object-relations theory and especially play theory from psychoanalysis, Blackford demonstrates how physical objects in the novel that are associated with "childhood, home, and mother" allow the March girls to create "transitional space between mother and child" where they "develop[ ] the capacity to invent, pretend, play, and symbolize," thus "lay[ing] the foundation for later appreciation of art, religion, literature, and all other cultural experience." Acknowledging the novel's child audience (something we critics perhaps too seldom do), Blackford further suggests that, in following the March sisters' varied and changing approach to the "Vital Signs at Play," "young readers encounter the tremendous value of girlhood play . . . a process that allows the growth of the female artist—housewifely and literary."
 Nicholas Johnson's "Kennst du das Land?" takes up aspects of nineteenth-century culture, notably the conventions of landscape art and travel writing, and uses these lenses to focus on Alcott's development of the "other" artist in Little Women, Amy March. Alcott, Johnson argues, uses Amy's development in Europe in Part II of the novel to forge an unconventional but distinctly American vision of the "picturesque" that critiques Europe and valorizes the "numinous potential of America." In "Topsy and Topsy-Turvy Jo," Michelle Ann Abate draws some intriguing parallels between one of Harriet Beecher Stowe's most memorable heroines and one of her contemporary Louisa May Alcott's. Drawing upon Toni Morrison's theory of "American Africanism" and grounding her argument deeply in the cultural importance of Uncle Tom's Cabin in mid-nineteenth...
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