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 The Christian Century and the Rise of the Protestant Mainline. By Elesha J. Coffman. (New York: Oxford University Press. 2013. Pp. x, 271. $27.95. ISBN 978-0-19-993859-9.)
 
  Mainline Protestantism, no matter how it is defined, is at the heart of American religious history and experience. Although that definition (and thus who is in and who is outside of the group) does have implications for that story, the composition throughout most of the twentieth century was made up of the Seven Sisters of American Protestantism: the Episcopal Church, the Congregational Church, the United Methodist Church, the American Baptist Church, the Evangelical [End Page 384] Lutheran Church, Presbyterian Church, and the Disciples of Christ. Of course, given so many theological, doctrinal, organizational, and historic differences, it can be difficult to get a grasp on what actually defined the Mainline. To start answering that question, Elesha J. Coffman offers readers The Christian Century and the Rise of the Protestant Mainline, an excellent look at those who crafted the intellectual heart of this incarnation of the Mainline.
 At the center of Coffman’s tome is Charles Clayton Morrison, the editor of the Christian Century from 1908 to 1947. Hailing from Iowa and a member of the Disciples of Christ, Morrison was not only devoted to the Social Gospel but also to the tenets of liberal Protestantism, including higher criticism. Under Morrison’s long tenure, the paper turned magazine sought to forge an intellectual consensus that washed away denominationalism and replaced it with at least a united American Protestantism as defined by the Christian Century, if not a single denomination. Although Morrison ultimately was unsuccessful in his larger goals—indeed, neither liberal Protestantism nor the Christian Century ever became as dominant a voice as to speak truly for all American Protestants, let alone all the nation’s Christians—the editor and his cohort were able to define what it meant to be a part of the Mainline for several generations.
 The usual critiques simply do not apply to Coffman’s book. Does the reader want photographs of the principal actors? They are included. Does the reader need graphs to chart various topics? They appear as well. There are minor quibbles, of course. Some readers might wonder what Morrison or the readership of the Christian Century thought of eugenics or the Ku Klux Klan, as well as what influences these movements did or did not have on the Mainline. If there is one area for further expansion, it would be that although (true to her title) Coffman charts the rise of the Protestant Mainline quite well, she does not spend enough time on its decline and the implications it might have for the old Mainline, the new Mainline, or other organized religious bodies either in the United States or around the globe in the twenty-first century. There is some discussion of these areas, but some readers will want more.
 In the end, Coffman has given readers a wonderful look at the Christian Century and its influence on the course of Mainline Protestantism. Her writing is straightforward, insightful, and fair to her subject (and their detractors). Indeed, it is one of those books that other authors (including this reviewer) will wish they had had handy when they were doing work on the topic of the Mainline. It is sure as well to find a home on the bookshelves, or electronic readers, of anyone who is interested in the topic of the Mainline, as well as those who want to learn more about American religious history in the first half of the twentieth century. [End Page 385]
   Jason S. Lantzer
 Butler University
 
 
 
  
 
  Copyright © 2014 The Catholic University of America Press
 
 
 
 
 ... 
			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      
      
        
      

      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
               
      
  		
  		
  		  

  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	



    	
    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
							
			
				
					ISSN
				

				
					1534-0708
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Print ISSN
				

				
					0008-8080
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
            
			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					pp. 384-385
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2014-05-23
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
				
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											
	
	


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								
								
								

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				Accept
					
						
								
						
						
						

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	